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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 2-30 o'clock, p.m.

PAYRS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR MINES: Regu-

lations under Ooal Mines Regulation Act.
By the TREASURER:- Li quor inspection,

Return onl motion by Mr.~ Foulkes.
By the MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Alterations to Classification and Rate
Book.

By the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY:
Meteorological Observations, Perth, 1901.

Ordered: To lie ona the table.

QUESTION-DEEP BORING AT CUE.
Mn. HOLMAN asked the Minister for

Mines: i, Whether work has been coi-
menced by the company or person who
applied for or secured a part of the area
in Cue reserved for diamond drill boring
operations. 2, If not, when a start will
be made. 3, Whether the Minister will
issue instructions that work must be
started before the 1st of January, 1908.
4, Whether, failing that, the Minister will
undertake the work finmediately, at the
expense of the Government.

TaE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: r, No; agreement was only com-
pleted on. the 12th instant. 2, As soon
is possible after tenders are returnable.

~It has been arranged that tenders for
biorinig shall be advertised almost ime-
liately. It would be impracticable to
start work by 1st January. 4, No; but
shonid the company retire from their

undertaking, the Government will farther
consider the question.

QUESTION-STEAMER SERVICE, FEE-
MWANTLE-GERALDTON.

MR. HOLMAN asked the Colonial
Secretary:- Whether in view of previous
negotiations failing, immediate steps will
be taken to make definite arrangements
to secure a weekly service of steamers
between Fremantle and (*eraldton.

TEaE COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The Government are making
farther inquiries. 'Any reasonable offer
will reeeive consideration.

QUESTION-MWAGISTRATE AT
NORTHAM.

HowN. G. TB ROSSELL asked the
Premier: Whether in view of the amnal-
gamation of Northam, Newcastle, and
York as one Magisterial District, necessi-
tating the residence of the Magistrate in
Northam, hie will make provisions in the
Supplementary Estimates for the erection
of a. suitable residence for such official,
seeingIc that no quarters of any kind arc
now in existence in Northam.

THE PREMIER replied: The matter
is now being considered.

QUESTION-MANUFACTURES AND
INDUSTRIES, TO DEVELOP.

How. G. THROSSELL asked the
Premier:- i, Whether hie recognises the
great advantage arising to the State by
the establishment of manufactures, and
the development of new industries, by
prodiding employment for labour, and in
rendering the State self-supporting. 2,
If so, whether hie will give consideration
to the Ibest mecans of stimulating private
enterprise in establishing such new in-
dustries and manufactures which the

growing development of our resources
renders possible and desirable. ,
Whether he will ascertain the exact
powers of this State under the Common-
wealth Bill as to granting bonuses for
the encouragement of new industries.

THE PREMIER replied: t, Yes, z,
The Government will gladly and sym-
pathetically consider any practical sug-
gestion that the bon. miember desires to
submit. 3, The position of the State is
defined by Sections 90 and 91 of the
Federal Constitution Act.

Questiou, etc. [16 DmFmiwit, 1902.]
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QrESTION-FOST-oFFICE SAYINGS
BANK, AD3MINISTRATION.

MR. BATH asked the Treasurer: i,
Whether his attention has been called to
an article in the Kalgoorlie Miner of 6th
October having reference to the faulty
administration of the Post-office Savings
Bank. 2, Whether he has received any
report front the Public Service Corn-
mission dealing with the mode of
conducting the bank's business, and if
not, whether he will request the chair-
man to give the mnatter early attention.
3, Whether it is true that the Govern-
mnent contemplate the early retirement of
the present manager and his senior clerk
with a view to appointing two gentlemen
possessing sufficient banking experience
to carry out much needed reforms.

Tan TREASURER replied : x. Not
until the hon. member did so. z, No; it
will be dealt with ilk the report of the
Commission, as they have examined. the
Savings Bank. 3, The Government have
airay promised tha~t reforms will be
effected aluting recess.

LOAN ESTIMATES.
Message from the Administrator re-

ceived and read, recommending appro-
priation for the Loan Estimates, which
were Pow considered.

iN CObMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mn. IILLINGWORTH in the Chair.

Vote- Departmenta. £65,375 6s. 8d.:
Tim TREASURER (Hon. J. (*ar-

diner): In bringing in these Estimates
of the. loan expenditure, I do not purpose
to detain the Committee for more than a
moment or two, as the Minister for
Works and Railways will explain every
item when they are before the Com-
mittee. It will be seen they practically
total £2,238,535. Of this, £21,588,000
is covered by loan authorisation. We
purpose creating a, loan suspense account
for the balance, seeing that it is not
deemed advisable at the present moment
to ask for a, farther loan authorisation.
So far as this is concerned, if the market
becomes favourable or more favourable
than at present, we can eas~ily avail our-
selves of the present authorisations, which
amount to about £22,190,000, and recoup
the Savings Bank what has been ad-

vanced, which will be available, of course,
for any future loan or any future authori-
saltiqn.

MR. MORAN: What (10 you mean by a
lean suspense accountP

TanE TREASURER: Tustead of asking
for a farther loan authorisation just at pre-
sent, we are putting it into a loan suspense
account, and will ask for authorisation
later on to cover it. The reason we have
made a loan suspense account is to give
the Committee an opportunity to discuss
the items. If we do much the same
work as we did last year, the total
amount spent will be about £1,800,000.
Glancing back through these Loan Esti-
mates, I find that the estimate has always
been very much larger than the actual
expenditure. I may tell the Committee
I have made ample provision in London
to carry us on until March, and I think
that with a big struggle we can meet all
our obligations here as well. Of course
the passing of the Estimates will make a
bigger demand on the local Treasury than
we have had up to now. But we have
been gathering all the money we possibly
can in order. to meet our obligations in
the future. I1 have had an offer to take
up a large sum, from a half to three-
quarters of a. million of our stock, at Bie
per cent. At the present time the price
offered is not quite satisfactory, but I
anticipate hearing in about three or four
weeks' time something mnore definite.
I have also received strong assurances
from reliable sources, both in this State
and in the other Sates, that if Western
Australia asks for a local loan, and does
not want too much money at once, we
can float it on fairly satisfactory terms.
Of course we must not lose sight of the
fact that the other States are offering
very big interest at the present time, and
as I purpose going East, with the kind
permission of the House to-night, if I
can get through, I intend as far so
possible to ascertain how the local itoney
market stands there, and what are theo
requirements of the p~articular Govern.

nents. I am conscious of this, that with
a big struggle here I can make such
satisfactory arrangements as will enable
us to f ulfil our obligations upon conditions
which I am -sure will he satisfactory to
the country and the House. But I w art
the Committee of this, that apparently
the time for getting money at 3 per cent. as

[ASSEMBLY.) Loan Estimates.
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far as Australia is concerned is past; and
that the least we will baye to do will be
to pay 32- per cent., or for local flotations,
taking the whole of Australia as a
criterion, 4 per cent.

MR. MORAN: Another federal promise
gone bung!

Tn TREASURER: It is not a federal
promise swaying me. I said, when speak-
ing on the Budget, I desired to be hard
up, and it seems to me that my desire is
likely to be realised, but the Government
intend to try to carry out the promise I
made then, and I feel sure, and I still Say
it, that we have the best security in the
market, and surely that beet security when
we do offer it wvi 1 bring such a return as
will enable us to carry out our works
satisfactorily. I beg to move the first
item.

On motion by Mn. DIAMOND, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT A MEND-
blENT BILL (No. 2).

RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by MR. JoHNsoN, Bill re-
committed for amendment.

Clause 5:-
MR. JOHNSON: Clause 5 had been

considered by a very thin House, which
possibly had not realised. the importance
of the provision. Ile therefore considered
it his duty to make an endeavour to have
Certain words which had been struck out
reinserted in the clause. ]Kalgoorlie
badly needed a municipal theatre, but
permission to establish a, theatre without
licensed premises as an adjunct was
useless: the citizens would not agree to
such a proposal, since a theatre would
not pay apart from an hotel. He moved
that the following be added to Subolause
( 17):- " With or without premises, part
of the same structure, to be used in con-
nection therewith under license granted
pursuant to the Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Sale Act., 1880, or any amendment
thereto."

Ma. MORAN:- That the Government
should at this late stage of the session
consent to the recommittal of such a Bill
for such a purpose was not a little
surprising. A measure like the Consti-
tution Act Amendment Bill had been
dealt with by a thin House.

AIR. JoHNsoz;: But on ordinary sitting
days.

MR. MORAN: As a protest against
what must be considered an abuse of the
rules and forms of the House, he moved
that progress be reported.

Ma. HASTIE: On a point of order, was
the hon. member in order in first making
a speechl and then moving that progress
be reported P

MR. MORAN said he would withdraw
the speeech.

Motion (progress) put, and a, division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes 17

Majority against ... 10
k~is

Mr. Hayward
'i1 r.Jcb
Mr: . 0.oran
Mr. Pgott
Mr. Smith
Mr: Stone
Mr. Wallace (TacIr).

Not$.
Mr. Atkins
Mir. Bath
Mr. Diamond
7)1. Foulkes
M r. Gardiner
Nir. Haigtie
Mr. Holman

Ir Hpkn
Mr. Jams
Mr. Johnson
Mjr. Kingaiill
Mr. Oats
Mr. OConnor
M :r.n
Mr Reid
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Higham (Taller).

Motion thus negatived.
MR. IMORAN: Althoughi advantage

might be taken of the forms of the House
to object to this procedure, he would
simply enter his protest against the
reopening of matters which had been
dealt with previously. If this procedure
were adopted, questions might be opened
in a thin House when members were
away. He asked the Committee to re-
affrmn the decision arrived at on a fornier
occasion that this matter should be
brought up next session.

Tnau PREMIER: During the earlier
stages of the session an endeavour was
made on a motion to recommit, to test
the advisability of a proposed amendment,
but his idea was not accepted, anid since
then be had not opposed the recommittal
of Bills. It was advisable to discourage
the reopening of matters unless on some
good reason shown. He proposed to
vote against the amendment: the Bill
should be allowed to stand as at present.
He did not know but that the Kalgoorlie
people under the Bill could obtain what
they required.

Huni4al Bill.- Recommittal. 2981



2982 M-twicipal Bill.comttl [ASSEMBLY.]

MR. BATH: It was generally under-
stood that on Friday the House would
not sit after half past six o'clock. If hie
had known that this matter would have
come up on Friday evening lie would not
have gone away. The case was an ex-
ceptional one.

MRt. HOPKINS: Would the mnemlber
for Kalgoorlie inform. the Committee
how many hotels there wore in Hannans
street, Kalgoorlie, at the present time,
and how many hotel-keepers had to quit
those hotels, being unable to miake them
pay ? It was desired to have a theatre
in Ralgoorlie, and lie offered no opposi-
tion to that, but as to the amiendment for
the granting of a license for another
hotel in Hannans street, it was absurd.
A theatre on its own would not pay,
therefore it was desired to obtain profits
from the sale of liqulor SO as to make a
theatre pay. If the IKtlgoorlie people
honestly desired to hatve a theatre, liet
them have it, but let the ratepayers put a
special rate on themselves to make it pay,
and not aggravate the pletiura. of hotels
that existed at the present time.

MR. FOULKES: In 1894 the first
application was made for the erection. of
an hotel in 'Ha-y Street, Perth, and it was
granted on the ground that it was to be
attached to a, theatre. At that tie it
was thought impossible for any theatre
to pay unless attached to an hotel, and a
license for an hotel wasi granted for that
reason. Three mouths ago another ap-
plication for an hotel was made in
Perth, and the applicant stated that hie
intended to build a theatre in Hay Street
farther away from the present theatre,
and be also stated that it was impossible
f or a theatre to pay unless an hotel license
was granted for the premises proposed
to be attached to the theatre. The
chairman of the licensing benich stated
that he thought it was impossible in
Perth for a theatre to pay uinless an hotel
license was granted. He (Mr. Foulkes)
contended that the peoplet in Kalgoorlie
bad a good case for requesting that an
hotel license shonld be granted.

MR. MORAN:. In both of the cases
mentioned the applicants applied for a
license in the ordinary way. There was
no special statute required.

MRt. FOULKES: If it was impossible
for at theatre to pay in Perth without

having an hotel license, the same position
applied in Kalgoorlie. The ratepayers,
unless the clause were amended, would
not hare the power to borrow money for
the purpose of putting up an hotel. The
member for Boulder had stated, anld
rightly so, that there was a sufficient
number of hotels in Kalgoorlie. Everyone
admitted that it was ab public scandal
that there were so ninny hotel licenses
granted in Hannans street.. If the
clause were eliminated, the municipal
council of Kalgoorlie could not have
an hotel attached to the theatre. It
did not follow that no more licenses
would be granted, beca-use the chairmian
of the licensing court at Kalgoorlie had
stated that he would grant licenses in
future as freely as he had dlone in the
past. A great deal ought to be done to
help) the people on the goldfields to
obtain a theatre. The member for West
Perth Was quite right in regard to having
questions reopened, but this was an
exceptional case, because a number of
members were induced to believe that the
House would not sit after 6,30 on Friday
evening.

Mn. MORNa: Would every decision
arrived at last Friday be reopened?

Mn. FOULKES: Under similar con-
ditions, if necessary they shonid be.

Mn. HASTIE : A strong objection
was raised by the member for West
Perth that matters might be reopened
when members were away. The samne
thing might be said about questions
being brought uip on Friday last. The
two objections raised against the pro-
posal were that the granting of this
license would interfere with the vested
interests of those who had puiblic-houses
in Kalgoorlie. Those who objected on
account of interfering with vested in-
terests could vote against the amend-
ment.. The second objection was that
municipalities should not have this
power. In other parts of the world
municipalities had the power, and had
not abused it.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes 17

Majority against ... 8

Recommittal.
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AirS. NORe.
Mr. Bath Mr. Atkia
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Diamond
Mr. Hastie Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Holman Mr. Gordon
Mr. Johnson Mr. Hayward
Mr. Oate Mr. Hopkins
Mr. 4eid Mr. Jscoby
Mir. Throsasil Mr. James
Mr. Taylor (Te~lerj. Mtr Kininsil

Mr, Monger
Mr. Moran
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Pigott
Mr. Rasoi,
Mr. Smith
Mr: Wallace
Mr. Higham (Tat).

Amendment thuts negatived.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislativye Council.

COOLGARDIE-GiOLDFJELDS WATER
SUPPLY BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

CITY OF PERTH TRAMWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

NOTICE PAJPER, AS TO PRECEDENCE.

Tug PREMIER asked whether he
would be in order in moving that order
No. 6 (Roads Bill) be dealt with before
order No. 4 (Estimates). It was desir-
able the Bill should be disposed of and
returned to the Legislative Council, so
that the Upper Rouse might consider
those points on which the Assembly had
not agreed with the Council.

Tas% DEPUTY SPEAKER: It would
'be contrary to Standing Orders, unless
order No. 4 were postponed till to-morrow,
Mr. Speaker had several times ruled that
a departure from the Notice Paper could
not be permitted unless the order pro-
posed to be set aside were postponed to
the next day. That was a rigid rule in
the Rouse of Commons, and had been
rigidly adhered to in this House.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

TnEASURERt'S DEPARTMENT (Hon. J.
Gardiner).

Vote-Treasury, £10,562 16s. 6d.:-
THn TREASURER: I should like to

make a few remarks, to give the House
all available information as to the depart-
ments under me. In the Treasury we have
tried to effect some small economies. The
Under Treasurer is quite satisfied -we can
do more work with the men we already
have, and consequently we are taking over
from the other departments some of the
work which can be brought into the
Treasury. Otherwise I cannot see any
possibility of reducing the Treasury staff.
When we come to the district offices I
can see every possibility du ring the recess
of making very considerable reductions.
A glance through them will show that we
have Treasury clerks in three or four
places, each receiving £2260 a year; and
I think the work they do for the Treasury
does not justify our paying anywhere
near thak salary, and consequently it is
My initention, during recess, to amnalga-
mate these offices with some of those
belonging to another department so that
we Shall have fewer men, pay them better,
and be satisfied that we are getting our
work just as3 well done, instead of keeping
officers to do practically very little work,
aim ply because they belong to another
department. The next department is the
Government Stores; and the proposal
of the Government, indorsed b y the
recommendation of the Civil Service Com-
mission, is practically to transfer these
stores to the respective departments. I
am sure it is felt that the stores as at
present constituted and managed have
not been the success we anticipated; and
I think a great saving will be effected by
letting each department have as far as
possible under its own control the stores
which it orders. In addition, the new
system will prevent the Government
Stores Department being the sink for the
bad bbiyiug of officers. If each depart-
ment has its stores, then the responsible
head, when be goes through, sees the
articles lying unused and asks who ordered
this useless thing and who ordered
that. But when the goods are in the Gov-
ernment Stores as a whole, nobody seems
to know who ordered them, and it is no-
body's trouble -wheth er they are ever used.
Consequently we have a. large quantity
of stores lying there which we now find
we cannot possibly use. Moreover we
do altogether too much handling in tbose

Z-ea8ury.Annual B81imales.
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Stores. For instance, the coal is delivered
at the Stores, and we charge the Railway
Department 9d. per ton to deliver it out
again to the railways; whereas if the
Stores were under the control of the
Railway Department it would he fouond
that as the coal came out of the
ship's hold it could be sent direct to
the depots where the railways wished
to store it, thus saving handling. lIt
will surprise members to find that the
cost to other departments for goods
bandied amounts to about £e5,000 a year.
I think the railway people anticipate, so
far as stores are concerned, that they will
be prepared to take over their proportion
of them some time early in or about March.
I am having stock sheets made up to the
31st Decemnber. with a table of all ob~so-
lete and useless stock. We shall then
hove these things thoroughly gone into so
that we can arrive at how much we have
to cut off for depreciation, wvhiich appears
on the Estimates as £60,000. I have
also got ready the regulations for a, tender
board. I feel sure this State ought to
come into line with -all the other States,
and at least have a tender board, so that
we may know exactly where we are.
Another thing I have introduc:ed is calling
for simultaneous tenders in the old
country and in Perth. This is a systemi
that h as been followed in South Aus-
tralia with a great amtount of success.
We have only had two small trials of it
here now. In one case, ina £8,000 trans-
action we saved between 7 1 and 8 per
cent., and in another nearly 33 per cent.,
b y getting stuff here. In addition to
thatt we have the advantage of always
havingy the muerchants here to be able to
row with if the goods are not up to sample
or are not delivered in time. When we
buy them now we do not know whose
hands we are in, and when theo stuff
arrives, no matter how inferior it may be,
we have to take it. We are now calling
simultaneously in London and in Frm-
mantle for the railway mtaterial for the
line from Malcolm to Laverton, and I
have every reason to believe that Aus-
tralian tenderers will do here the same as
in South Australia, and will beat the
English trader when it comes to a light
as to which shall have the trade. I can-
not promise to do very much with
the Government stores until I have that
stock sheet ready and know exactly where

I am. You will see the sum incurred
for clerks and labourers occasionally
employed. I have asked them to keep
these down to the lowest. You will find
here* in many instances salaries have
been practically increased. That was
because for last year they were for only
eight months. Previous to last year,
when you, Mr. Chairman, were in charge
of this department, they were all paid
from this £25,000, and Parliament had
not. the slightest control over it at all.
You yourself instituted then a very much
better arrangement, and we practically
know where we are now; butTI have asked
that until they get their stock-list right
up to date and balanced they shall keep
down their expenses to the lowest, and I
venture to say they ought to, for we are
not handling nearly as much stores as we
were this time last year, " Harbour and
Light " is now under the charge of my
hon. colleague the Colonial Secretary
(Hon. W. Kingsmill). I rather regret
this, because this session I am handing
him over an officer whose views are
strictly in accord -with the desires of this
Cornmiittee.

MR. MORAN:- Do you think lie will
spoil him P

Tian TREASURER: I do not know
that he will spoil him, but you do not
like passing this kind of officer out of
your own departmenit. So far as that is
concerned, be is effecting economies. He
is doing all he possibly can to run his
department economically, and he it was
who suggested that instead of having the
oil tendered for in London it should be
tendered. for and analysed here to see if
they were both the same, with the result
that on an expenditure of something like
£700 we sa-ve over £200 by the trans-
action. Then we come to the Post Office
Savings Bank. I am quite satisfied that
there is every' chance of exercising more
care in the conduct of its business
and broadening its influence, and,
in addition to that, trying to have
it brought right up to date. I am
going to South Australia practically
on private business, but after Christmas
Day I intend to go into the Stores, into
the Savings Bank, and into the Govern-
ment Printing Office of South Australia.
I have planned out what I intend to do
myself with regard to those departments,
but I want to see if the system I have

[A.SSEMBLY.] 7Yeasury.
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worked out is in conformity with the
systems of the other States, and, in
in addition to that, if they are better
than mvy system. I flatter myself I will
not be above adopting their ideas, if it
can be done here with any degree of
success. In reference to this Savings
Bank, I certainly put a small amending-
Bill through which means a saving of
about £800 or £2900 a year. My regretin that respect is that it touches only the
lowest paid officers--the officers who
were getting £260 and £66 a year. They
were getting it for a specific purpose. I
regret that in this kind of thing any
retrenchment from a saving like that, if
it does occur, will principally affect those
officers. My friend the Colonial Secre-
tary has also the literary and scientific
department, and he probably will be able
to enlighten the House more fully than I
shall on some of the items. Then we
come to the pensions. There are one or
two compassionate allowances here. One
is toMrs. Eliot, 'widow of the late Under
Secretary, X600. When that item comes
up T ivill only he too glad to give the
Committee all the information with
regard to Mr. Eliot's services.

MR. MORAN: I think everybody knows
his service.

THE, TREASURER: The placing of
this allowance on the list was I think one
of the last acts of Mr. TLeake. Then we
come to the Government Printing. Of
course I am put before the Arbitration
Court with regard to this, so that I can-
not possibly say anything with regard to
the hours and with regard to the pay of
the compositors. But I have been look-
ing very carefully at the Government
printing offices in the other States, and I
find we are altogether over-managed. In
comparison with all the other States
our managerial expenses are altogether
too high, and I have already called for a
weekly return showing the work that has
been done, and showing what it has cost
us. I have some practical knowledge of
what should be done, and what it sbould
take to manage it, and I am prepared to
spend a week at the Government Printing
Office to see if we cannot effect reforms
and economy there. I am satisfied myself
that we can, but it is one of those depart-
ments I have only had for about six
weeks. It is one of those departments in
regard to 'which it is no good trying to

effect them from the office. You must
go there and see what men do. In the
Photo-lithographic Department they have
shown a very good desire to bring down
their expenses. J think that on next
year's expenses I shall be able to show a
saving in salaries alone of about £400 at
least. We have " Miscellaneous Services."
These of course will be dealt with when
we come to them. The majority of them
are charity votes. As to grants for
improvements to cemeteries I have laid
down this principle, that in f uture the
Government will only pay for the outside
fencing of the cemebties. The inside
fence of cemeteries has a right to be a
charge upon the people whose friends are
there, or who themselves intend to rest
there. Consequently we are laying down
the principle that we will only go in for
paying for outside fencing. One of the
items consists of the expenses of the
Royal Commission. It is only fair for
me to say something with regard to the
commission and the 'work they are doing.
First of all they are trying as far as
possible to arrange a system of consolida-
tion of offices; that is in the outside
districts. They are also trying to arrange
a consolidation of districts. In addition
to that they are classifying all the police
and fixing their wages; and they are
classifying all the clerks and fixing their
salaries; at least the salaries they pro-
pose should be paid. Then they are
going into the matter of all supplies
of forage, all allowances, and they anti-
cipate, they tell me, having ready for
this House about the 14th or 15th Janu-
ary a complete, report dealins with the
whiole of the civil servants outside of
Perth. Then they go into Perth. Of
course at present in Perth practically
the only places they have touched are the
Savings Bank and the Treasury; but
outside of that I have made inquiries,
and I find something has been said as to
their travelling about. I find that in
South Australia commissioners travelled
seven months; here they have practically
been only three, and in addition to that,
as soon as they came here they were
called upon to frame regulations for the
admission of civil servants, which of
course took some time. Then they went
into the Government Stores, and that
took them about a fortnight; so that
prac~tically they have only had about
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three months at this work, and if they,
in three or four months, can give this
country a scheme of classification, by
which they can say, "1There are the men;
then, are allowances men should have;
there is a complete classification sicheme,"
I think this House will be the first to
admit their have done their work,in fairly
good time. I feel it right to these gentle-
men who canot speak for themselves for
me to tell the House plainly what they
are doing, and when they intend to be
ready with the first report. Then we
come to the fire brigades question. I had
a Bill already drafted, much on the
lines of the Acts in other States, which I
thought I should have time to introduce,
but I have not had time to introduce it
this session. It will he much on the
lines of Victoria, and this will be the
basis. One-third of the subsidy to fire
brigades will be paid by the State. oine-
third by the insurance companies, and
one-third by the municipality. That
practically prevails all over the Eastern
States. Then there is the subsidy to muni-
cipalities. If it were possible, I should
like to see a. grading system adopted
with regard to these municipalities.
There is not the slightest doubt that this
Government or some other Government
will stop having to give people a lump
sum to start their municipality. It would
be very much better indeed to say, " Let
us grade you ;" let a municipality just
starting receive £2 for every £1 it
raises, and then let us go up till we get
to a. big municipality, which practically
would receive a veryv small subsidy indeed.
Then thereeis the item of granats for im-
provements to parks, recreation grounds,
etc. Under this comes the King's Park.
Last year the amount was £2,600, and
this year it appears as £23,000. 1 rather
wish that you, sir, were not in the Chair
just now. I know you will pardon me
for referring to a thing which was practi-
cally your a ction, and will not think I
want to do so because you are sitting
there and not able to say anything. It
appears that you gave a promise that you
would pay for the erection, or the Gov-
ernment rather would pay for the erec-
tion, of that lodge which was knocked
out the other night, and on the strength
of that promise the park people wvent to
the bank and got an overdraft to build it.
Now they have the overdraft and the

cottage. Then we come to this other
question, why this grant was increased
from £2,500 to £3,000. Last year I
believe.P£500 was promised for the May
Drive, and I think this House practi-
cally transferred that £500 from the May
Drive to the Subiaco entrance, or some-
thing of the kind. I recollect some-
thing of that.

MR. JACOBY. They got an ovi.rdraft
on that as well.

THE TREASURER:- Yes; they got a
£6V,00 overdraft on that as well. That is
practically the position. They say that
is the reason. of the increase in the grant,
that the.£26500 has always been their grant,
and that the £3,000 they now ask for is on
account of the £2500 which was promised
for the May Drive, and which they say
they took from the bak manager in cash.
The board obtained an overdraft on the
strength of the promise, and accordingly
the bo)ard now claims that the overdraft
stands as against a promise of the G-ov-
eranment. I have been informed that the
board's water bill alone amounts to £200
per annumn, and that there are some seven
miles of road to be kept in repair.

MaL, JACOBY: The traffic over these
roads is the lightest in the State.

Tni TREASURER: A new item
appears under the heading of "MXiscel-
laneous Services," namely for the de-
struction of marsupials. That item is
intended for the benefit of the Kimiber-
leys. Local marsupial destruction boards
have been formed. The marsupials are
becoming a great pest; in some districts,
indeed, they far outnumber the sheep.
The station owners are prepared to rate
themselves, but through their represen-
tatives here they ask Parliament to vote
a sum of money to aid them in the
endeavour to extirpate the pest. This is
practically all I have to say with regard
to the Estimates: I shall he glad to give
more detailed information as my atten-
tion is drawn to individual items.

[General discussion ensued on the
Treasury Estimates, as follows.]

MR. MORAN : A. little note of regret
was plainly audible throughout the
Treasurer's speech. The failure to effect
economies was evidently somewhat dis-
appointing to the hon. gentleman him-
self, who formed the last of a procession
of Ministers fully seized of the beauty of

[ASSEMBLY.] Treasury.
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economy as a policy, but experiencing
insuperable difficulty in putting that
policy into practice. The Treasurer bad
stated that he expected to do good work
in outside districts during the recess,
and one looked forward with anxious
expetanwcy to the results, though one
feared they would not amount to much.
Apparently the House and the Govern-
mient were still wandering about looking
for some effective scheme of retrench-
mient, which however would hardly lbe
discovered until a falling revenue forced
our hands. Meantime we could only
hope that next session the Government
would propose something in the nature
of a first step towards economy. Whole-
sale retrenchment was inadvisable, since
there was some reason to hope that the
prosperity of the State would last long
enough to allow its service to be reduced
within due bounds by the natural means
of retirement. Hon. members must note
that Western Australia, was paying
more for service than any country in the
world. This State was like a. great grid-
iron, with settlement stretching all along
the bars, from Fremnantle to Lake Way
and from Albany to Kimberley. Our
present ser-vice was adequate for the
needs of a population of five millions.
The heavy expense was due in a great
measure to the fact that a living wage
must be paid even though it could not
be eafrned. The hope had been enter-
tainedl that expenditure would stand still
while population increased; but population
was not increasing so rapidly a~s expected.
Economy, when it did come, would
probably take the form of depleting
special votes out of revenue for roads,
bridges, and similar works. We could
not reduce statutory expenditure, which
indeed would rather tend to increase
as authorised works were completed.
Special grants for works or services not
entitled to be classed as reproductive
would probably suffer in the near future.
One means of economy was to fill up
vacancies in the higher ranks from the
lower without appointing successors
to officers promoted. All Governments
taking office with a cry of economy in
administration were entitled to sympathy.
However, stern necessity must not
be disregarded. The West Australian
people could not continue to pay revenue
at the present rate unless other avenues

of taxation were availed of, and that
ought not to be done without urgent
necessity. It was to he regretted that
the Treasurer had not asked for, a
loan authorisation of small. or great
amount. The Government would find
difficulty in resisting pressure which
would te brought to bear- to induce them
to remain large employers of la4bour.
The wisest course was to pursue our
policy of public works. Iii common with
the other parts of Australia, this State's
credit was not all it might be at borne,
and to subject our credit to the farthier
disadvantage JA an impression of waning
prosperity arising from the presence in
ourimidst of large numbers of unemployed
was scarcely prudent. One could not kut
be sorry that the Treasurer had thought
well to fly in the face of the English
money-lender. Being a, young man, and
feeling that this place was being fleeced,
the Treasurer had spoken hastily: he
should have remembered, however, that
this State was not being fleeced worse
than other States. One was glad to know
that the hon. gentleman was confident of
ability to finance in Western Australia
or A ustralia generally, an d one could only
hope that the event would justify that con-
fidence. At the same time, we ought not
to pay " through the nose " for borrowed
money: if we had to pay through the
noet at all, let uts do so in London, for it
was inadvisable to lead the English
investor to believe that heavy rates had
necessarily to be paid on money borrowed
in Australia. The question arose, was
any large amount of money available in
Australia for public purposes ? Later
in the discussion he would have some-
thing to say on Item 41, and on the item.
for adjustmnent of Government Stores.
The former itein might well stand over
for a few years. Any money voted fo-r
such a purpose ought to be voted by a
unanimous Parliament; moreover, the
proposal would come better from
opponents than from friends. Though
the matter was one of delicacy, he felt
bound to protest. Better let a few years
pass by, so that the naturally sensitive
feelin gs of comrades and frienads might be
sslved by lapse of time: then the matter
might be approached from the historical
standpoint, so to speak. With respect to the
amount of £60,000 allotted tio the regula-
tion of the Govern ment Stores account, he
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would have a few questions to ask of the
Treasurer through the Chair. On the
face of it, the item seemed to be merely
another inflation of the Estimates, and
devoid of real existence. The Estimates,
indeed had been inflated to an extent of
over £200,000. The fact was that the
Statte was not taking from the people
within a quarter of a million of the
amount shown on the Estimates. He
hoped the Treasurer would be able to
leave for the Eastern States this evening.
The hon. gentleman had had a trying
time, had worked hard during the
session, and thoroughly deserved a holi-
day.

Vote put and passed.

Government Stores, £12,509 9.-
agreed to.

Harbour and Light, £30,695 10s.:
Item-Signalman, Port Iledland, £42:
MRt. WALLACE: Would the Minister

explain the item.
THxE TREASURER: The signalman

at Port Hedland was the customs officer.

Item-Penguin, upkeep and insurance,.
uniform for officers, £1,200:-

Diz. O'CONNOR asked for informa-
tion.

TnEs TREASURER: The amount was
for the upkeep of the renguin.

flu. O'CONNOR: What did the
Penguin do ?

Tnn TREASURER: It was a tug
boat for a long time.

Vote put and passed.

Landon Agency, £4,480:
-MR. JOHNSON: Why were there in-

creases in several items in this vote?
The London Agency cost too much
already. There was one redeeming feature
that the increases were inade at th e bottom
of the tree instead of at the top.

Tas TREASURER: It was impossible
to slay what these increases were given for,
but they appeared to be small increments.

.Ma.BATH: Was it possible to, prevent
the Agent General from making promises
such as that in connection with the
Electric Light and Power Company ? also,
was it proposed in the future to issue
definite instructions to the Agent General
not to involve the country in expenditure
on exhibitions?

ITHE TREASURER: The Agent
IGeneral would not cause any expenditure
without authority.

Vote put and passed.

Post Office Savings Bank, £10,181:
Item-Manager, £415:
MR. BATH: It was not surprising

that there was laxity in'the management
of the Savings Bank, seeing that the
salary of the manager was only £415.
If it was desired to obtain a competent
man a decent salary should be paid.

Item-Proportion of salaries of district
postmasters, etc., employed in Savings
Bank work, £5,000:

Mr. 'HOLMAN: Was provision to be
made for savings banks to be kept open
for one or two days, in the back blocks?
At present, men had to travel 20 or 30
miles to a bank.

THE, TREASURER: If specific in-
stances were given he would be only too
glad to make inquiries. The difficulty
was frequently the keeping of the -money.

Vote put and passed.

Literary and Scientific Grants, etc.,
£C15,000:

Item-Perth Museum and Art Gal-
lery, £3,800:

Ma. HOLiMAN : In the Treasury
department there was no less a sum than
£21,500 to be expended in Perth. while
only £3,000 or £4,000 was to be expended
in the rest of the country. He moved
that the item be reduced by £800.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes ... ... ... 11
Noes ... ... .. 18

A
Mr. Bath
Mr. EMUl
Vr. Hlm
Mr. HOPh
Mr. Jacob
Mr. Johws
Mr. o1con
Mr. Stone
Mr. Tsayln
Mr. Thom
Mr. Walk

Majority against ... 7
YTES. NOS.

Mr. Dlih0 Mr. D iaod
a.n Mr. Ewng
Las Mr. ?loe
y Mr. Gardiner

UMr. Orrnror Mr. Haymr
Mr. James

as Mr. Mc las
at (Telle). Mr. Moran

Mr. Pl ease
Mr. Pigott

Mr. Smith
Mr. Throssall
Mr. lltsbnm (Taller).

[ASSEMBLY.] votes,
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Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Trades Galas, Y1,000:
MR. JOHNSON: Could this amount

be spared ? The Treasurer had really
opened his heart to give this large amount
to be expended on the goldfields. The
trades galas were the biggest demonstra-
tions in the country. One was held at
Kalgoorlie and another at Boulder. Oa
the Estimates was to be found £22,000 or
£23,000 to be expended in assisting agri-
cultural societies. Trades gains were run
exactly on the same lines as agricultural
societies. They were the annual shows
on the goldfield. As a protest against
the small amount being voted, he moved
that the item be struck out.

TaR TREASURER: Agricultural
societies were only subsidised 5s. in the X.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
agricultural societies, with which the hon.
member had instituted a&comparison, were
formed to a great extent for educational
purposes.

MR. JOHNSON : So were trades galas.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:

What educational purposes were served
by trade galas? He looked upon them
as days of rejoicing.

MR. HOPKINS: The Colonial Secre-
tary had evidently not a proper grasp of
what a trade gala, was. It was similar
to an agricultural show in an agricultural
district. Prizes were offered for the best-
made bread, the best team of horses, and
so on. Liberal prizes were offered, and
the Boulder people raised by subscription
the first year £260, and last year some-
thing liie£800. The two trades galas
would only be subsidised to the extent
of £50 each. There were heavy impor-
tations of eggs and poultry on tile fields,
and be believed it was the intention of
the Government to cease paying the sub-
sidy to the Dog and Poultry Society,
which would be a great mistake.

[At 4-15, business suspended for 15
minutes.]

MR. HOPKINS (continuing): In
the case of the Boulder Dog and Poultry
Society, the grant of £25 was not equal
to the amount contributed locally. That
item should be reinstated on recommittal
of~the Estimates. Better withdraw the
amendment. The Treasurer could sup-
plemnent this item by using Form J.

MR. JACOBY: This would practically
mean giving a grant to the A.f'N.A. gala.
If given to one society, the grant must
be given to all.

MR. HOPKINS: In trades' galas the
prizes were distributed as in agricultural
shows, with a view to encouraging such
exhibits as produce.

MR. JOHNSON asked leave to with-
draw the amendment.

Leave refused.
Amendment negatived.
Itern-Victoria, Public Library, annual

upkeep, £3,000:
MR. JO [NSON: Surely this huge sum

could be reduced.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Hardl 'Y. The item "annual upkeep"
was somewhat misleading, for only about
£41,100 of the sun was expended in
salaries and temporary assistance, the
rest representing additions to stock of
books, and rebinding.
'IItem-Zoological Gardens, £5,400:

DRn. O'CONNOR: In view of economies
elsewhere, to spend £21,500 on the direc-
tor's house was hardly right.

Ma. JACOBY: Could not more of
this sum be devoted to acclimatisation
purposes throughout the State-a course
which the success of previous efforts fully
justified ?

THE TREASURER: The aclimatisa-
tion grant had already been increased.

MR. HOPKINS: The Aeclimatisation
Society should establish a branch at
Mundariag.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
this grant was an increase of £150 with
which it was hoped to do considerably
more work, results in the past having
been satisfactory, though the ultimate
benefit of the expenditure would not be
seen for some two years. No one could
complain of how the zoological vote had
been spent, the institution being a credit
to the State; and the provision for a
residence and offices for the curator
would not cost a penny too much.

DR. O'CoNNOR: What was the
curator's salaryF

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Some £350. To erect a house which
would be a blot on the landscape would
not do. The Zoo was fast becoming a
factor in the education of the State
school children who attended every Friday



2990 Annual Estimates: [ASSEMBLY.] Pensions, etc.

to hear lectures from the curator, thus
receiving object lessons of much more
value than months of book-learning.

MR. JOHNSON: Granting that por-
tion of the £1,500 was for offices, to
spend even £1,200 on a6 house for an
officer receiving £350 a year would lead
to a demand for an increase of salary
commensurate with the style of residence.
A neat cottage, sufficient for all require-
mnents, could be erected for A£700 or £800.
He moved that the item be reduced by
£500.

MR. HOLMAN: It was a drain on
parents to have to pay 6d. for each trip
of a scholar to the Zoo for the weekly
lesson. The Minister should try the
principle of taking the children there and
back free of charge for these lessons.

Tir COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
item should not be reduced, because the
amount proposed would not be more than
sufficient for building a house suitable
to the position, and the managi ng com-
mittee would be relieved of thie rent now
paid for a house occupied by' the director
of the Zoo. As to the suggestion for
carrying children to and from the gardens
free for the weekly lessons, be would I
place that before the committee of
management.

DR. O'CONNOR: A sum of £0800
should be sufficient to build a decent
house of eight rooms, at £100 a room.

MR. ATKINS: The proposed expendi-
ture of X1,500 would build a big house.
He thought. £800 or £1,000 should be
sufficient for a house alone.

MR. QUINLAN supported the reduc-
tion, because a house sufficient for the
purpose should not cost more than.£800,
as he knew from experience in having
the pay for buildings. At the Observa-
tory, for instance, a house too expensive
for the officer occupying it had been
provided by* the State, and he could not
well afford to kecep, it up.

MR. HASTIE: The sam~e remark
applied to the Mint.

Amendment passed, and the item
reduced.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
(as reduced) passed.

P'ensions, and Retiring and Compas-
sionate Allowances, £10,552 4s. 8d.:

MR. MORAN: Speaking generally on
the vote, hie had two cases to place before

the Committee and before the Govern-
ment for sympathetic consideration. One
was the case of Richard Greaves, who
was the original discoverer of gold in
the Yilgaxn district. The late head of
the Government (Mr. Leake) carried
this case almost to completion, and it
was bequeathed to him (.Ifr. Moran) to
try to get something done for this deserv-
ing man. Mr. Greaves was the original

prspctoroof that goldfield, and Mr.
tak prmised to consider his case

and afford him some allowance for the
services he had rendered the State. Mr.
Greaves was not one of those applicants
who obtained a reward' as an early dis-
coverer of gold, but he was the man with
mining knowledge whose labours in pros-
pecting an unknown field resulted in the
discovery of gold at Yilgarn. The nmonev
paid to other claimants did not reach the
right man, so far as the original dis-
coverer was concerned. Mr. Grieaves was
now a6 Cripple, his system having been
racked with sickness caused by the pros-
pecting trips he took in the early days,
under very trying conditions. The other
case was that of Mr. James Haydon, an
old resident of Fremautle, who for 15
years was inspector of permanent way on
the railway. He was a valuable officer
who did excellent work. He had left a
large family unprovided for, and the
members for Fremantle would support
this appeal on behalf of the widow and
children. Sir John Forrest knew this
officer well, ad valued him very much.
The Government might consider these
two cases during the recess, with a viewy
to making some provision on the Esti-
mates for next session.

MRt. THOMAS: The case of Mi-s.
Anugelo should also be considered. The
late Colonel Angelo was in receipt of his
pension only one year before he died;
and it was to be hoped the Government
would r-ecommend that the pension be
continued to the widow.

Ma. DAGLISH: As to Cases not on
the list, he had no recommendation to
make; but he did ask consideration for
some cases that were on the pension list.
Nothing had been done up to the present
to amend the Superannuation Act, so as
to introduce a different system. A number
of officers had been transferred from the
temporary to the permanent staff, in
accordance with at previous determination
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of this House; and new officers had been
added to the staff, who might also
ultimately come on the pension list. That
list was growing, and was likely to grow
more rapidly. He wished to see officers
insured under some compulsory system,
so that there might be no uecessity to
add to the pension list.

Tani TREASURER: A Superannua-
tion Bill had been drafted; but it was
thought by the Government that if it
were proposed practically to take away
any right which officers had to get on the
superannuation list under present con-
ditions, the G overnment should try to put
some system in its place which would be
a protection to civil servants in future.
In Victoria there was a system of insur-
ance for all officers in the service. The
Premier (Hon. Walter James) had ex-
pressed the opinion to his colleagues that
it would be advisable to look well into
this question before introducing a Super-
annuation Bill, and to bring in a measure
next session providing for compulsory
superannuation. This being the present
position of the question, the bon. member
would see that it bad not been lost sight
of,

MR. HIGHAM: With regard to the
case of the late James Hlaydon, who was
for many years inspector of permanent
way, he had performed his duties in such
a way as to win the approbation of his
chief and of the public generally for the
efficiency of his work. It might be said
that when he died he left some little
property for his family. That property
was sworn under £2,000 in value, and
being unimproved property it was
practically of no benefit at present
to the family' , being tied up for the
benefit of the children. The widow and
children were therefore not at all well off,
and he hoped their case would be con-
sidered. With regard to t'he allowance
for the widow and children of the late
G. F. Eliot, well known as a very capable
officer, when be died he was entitled to
a year's leave of absence which he bad
never taken, and which would be valued
at £650 on full pay. It was hoped that
the amount to be granted to the widow,
put down at £500, would be increased to
the full amount to which Mr. Eliot
would have been entitled if he had taken
the leave. There should be no cheese-
paring in a ease of this kind.

MR. HASTIE: The amount voted for
pensions, retiring and compassionate al-
lowanees last year was £6661, and there
was spent £4,710. The amount on the
Estimates for this year was £4,600) more
than last. Apparently those persons
named in items 1 to 79 who were
receiving pensions were old men; yet
only one person had ceased to draw a
pension sice last year, and that pension
was £8 8s. This vote was worthy the
attention of the Treasurer, who should
inquire into the various cases and see if
the amount could not be reduced.

MR. JOHNSON:- The vote had bge
increased by £4,000 this year, and if
pensions were granted in the future as
they had been in the past, goodness
knew where the country would be landed.
The Government should exercise more
care in granting pensions. If the Gov-
ernmnt were to give compassionate
allowances, then an amount should not
be given to the widow of an officer who
had been receiving £2600 a year for some
years, while the widow of a. station-master
who had worked 12 hours a day at 7s.
a day received nothing.

Item - Dr. Ingoldby, late district
medical officer, Albany, £100:

MR. WALLACE: In the past a pen-
sion of £125 a year had been paid to Dr.
Ingoldhy ; the amount on the present
Estimates Was £2100.

THE TREASURER said he could give
no explanation as to the reduction of the
item.

Item-F. W. Craggs, late warder, Fre-
mantle Prison, £53 19s. 7d.:

Mn. WALLACE: There was an in-
crease int this item ; what was the reason ?

THE TREASU RER:- The amount was
for 15 months.

Item-C. A. Tatylor, late clerk to the
Executive Council, frora 1st July, 1902,
£650:

DR. O'CONNOR asked for information.
Tni TREASURER: This officer was

clerk to the Exe~utive Council, and when
the amalgamation of the Premier's De-
partment and the Colonial Secretary's
Department took place, the officer was
one of those pensioned off.

MR. HOLMAN: How long had Mr.
Taylor been in the service? What was

Annual Retimatee: pensio", etc.
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his age? And what salary was he draw-
ing when he was pensioned?

THE TREASURER: The officerentered
the service in June, 1895; ten years were
added to his service when be was pen-
sioned. Mr. Taylor was receiving £195
a year when his office was abolished.

MR. HOLMAN: It was a disgrace
for a State to he burdened with such an
amount as this. The officer might be a
young man, and he had only been in the
service six years when he was pensioned.
To test the feeling of the Committee he
moved that the item be struck out.

MR. JOHNSON: Could the item be
struck out? Was there an agreement by
which the Government had to pay the
sum of 150 to this officer?

Tnn TREASURER: As soon as a
situation could be found, this officer could
be asked to re-enter the service. This
was one of the eases where a mistake had
been made by adding ten years to the
service under the Superannuation Act.
When he saw the Act he had said there
was no need to add the ten years, but
two legal authorities stated that if tbe
Government abolished the office they
must add the 10 years to the term of the
officer's service. There was another case
in the list, that of Mr. Berry. Both cases
stood in exactly the same position. These
officers could be called back to the ser-
vice to perform any work at the rate of
salary they were receiving when pensioned
off . There was ana agreement with these
officers to pay them the pension.

MR. FOULKES: An explanation had
been given as to how the pensions had
been bestowed by a Minister who only
took office a few months ago, while within
the precincts of the Chamber there were
four Ministers who were responsible for
the granting of the pensions, but -who
had not given any information on the
matter. It was not treating the Com-
mittee with courtesy for Ministers to re-
main silent when information was asked
for. He would wait until lie heard some
definite information from the Colonial
Secretary on this matter.

THRE TREASURER: The Colonial
Secretary was not in charge- of the de-
partment when the pensioit was granted.

MR. HOLMAN: This was one of the
most disgraceful affairs that had ever
happened in any country. Mr. Taylor was
26 years of age, and had been in the ser-

vice six years, and at the present time was
holding a position and drawing £130 a
year as clerk of the Local Court. At the
same time he was receiving a, pension
from the Government. It was time that
members of the Committee said that the
amount should not be paid; and if it
was looked upon as repudiation, then let
memnbers repudiate the agreement.

THE COLONIAL SECRETAR.Y: Mr.
Taylor was not ait officer under him when
the pension was granted. If members
wished the details of the case, it was open
for them to call for the papers, which
would have been willingly laid on the
table, as had been done in the ease of Mr.
Berry. Re was sorry the papers had not
been called for. The Leake Cabinet was
responsible for this matter, and he took
his share of the responsibility atlong with
the other Ministers. He repudiated any
greater responsibility than he was hound
to take as ametmnber of the Lake Govern-
ment.

Mn. FOULKES: But Ministers who
were members of the haske Government
should not remain silent and allow the
Treasurer, a new Minister, to give expla,-
nations on a matter of which lie knew
nothing. To mislead the Treasurer was
unfair. It was too late in the day to say
"1call for the papers," or give general
assurances. Of what use were the papers
after the money was spentP

Mu. STONE: -,If the item were struck
out, could not Mr. Taylor demand his
pension ?

THE TREASURER: Probably he
would have a very good claim against
the Government. [MR. MORAN: Very
poor.] This matter had been explained
once at least iu the House, and the
reasons given for Mr. Berry's pension
applied to Mr. Taylor's. The latter had
been Clerk Assistant to the Executive
Council. The Executive Council had
been combined with the Colonial Secre-
tary's and the Premier's Departments,
by which combination a saving of about
"0Oayear was effected. To do this two

officers had- to be pensioned. The then
Public Service Act provided that if an
office were abolished, 10 years must be
added to the service of the officer. This
was done with Mr. Taylor, and his pension
computed accordingly.

MR. JOHNSON:. If this fortunate
Mr. Taylor became clerkc of a Local Court,
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did lie not thereby forfeit his right to
a, pension

THE TREASURER said he did not
care to express anopinion on that. After
Mr. Taylor's former office had been
abolished, the Government had a right to
call on him for future service.

MR. HOL-MAN: The fact that Mr.
Taylor when clerk to the Exetutive
received £196 per annum, while he now
received £130, showed the absurdity of
paying him the higher salary and adding
10 years to his service, thus giving him
the pension to which he would have been
entitled had he entered the service when
10 years old.

MR. JOHNSON: The, fact that Mr.
Taylor was a, clerk in the Local Court
surely, abrogated his right to a pension"
which was forfeited on his re-entering the
service.

THE TREASURER: Yes; bad he re-
entered at the former salary.

Mit. JOHNSON: Mr. Taylor might
have refused the smaller salary.

TUE COLONIAL SECRETARY: So
long as the pension added to the present
salary did not exceed Mr. Taylor's former
salary, the pension was due. That had
been the practice in the past. Presum-
ably were Mr. Taylor now receiving
£2160 he would he entitled to a pension
of only £,35; and if hie were not em-
ployed at all, he would be receiving
nothing but his pension.

MR. DAGLISE: For striking out
the item he would niot have voted had
not the Government re -employed the
pensioner; but Mr. Taylor was either
doing his present work at an unfairly
chea~p rate owing to his having a pension
plug his salary, or he wast getting £50
more than his work was worth. If' the
Government needed new officers, these
sholuld not be taken from the ranks of
pensioners.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
last speaker lost sight of the theoretical
rule for granting pensions, a system
which, though evidently wrong, the Gov-
ernment were committed to by the
Superannuation Act, Pensions were a
recognition of past services. Though one
might rightly argue that the salary was
a, fit recognition for such service, and
that instead of pensions a policy of self-
assurance should be established, the Gov-

ern meat m ust carry out the law; and the
course followed in this instance was that
prescribed' by the law officers. The
sooner pensions were abolished, even at
the cost of increasing salaries, the better.

Mat. MORAN: Considering Mr. Tay-
lor's age and comparing his with hun-
dreds of other cases in the service, it
maust be admitted. that there was "1some-
tbing rotten in the State of Denmark."
A letter received from a warder ait
Rott nest-a mran with a family, who had
given seven years' faithful service to the
State-sowed that his position had been
abolished without compensation, though
it was more important than those of
many officers on the pension list. The
nearer an officer to a Minister, the greater
his chance of a pension. The practice
was indefensible.

Tar TREASURER: One section of
the Superannuation Act provided that
any officer retiring from the service or
removed in consequence of abolition of
office should receive such sipecial annual
aflowaiice by way of compensation aF
might appear sufficient for the loss of
office;i and that any special allowance, if
in excess of the scale provided in the Aut,
must not exceed two-thirds of the sdalary
and emoluments of the office. Under
that section the Crown Law officers
ruled that it was necessary to add 10
Years to an officer's service. Another
section provided that any person having
a superaninuation or a compensation
allowance should, until he reached 60
years, be liable to fill a situation for
which his services might have rendered
him eligible, and that his refusal to do
so or to carry out his duties should result
in forfeiture of superannuation allowance
or of compensation.

MR. MO RAN:- Then for these pensions
the whole responsibility fell on the
Cabinet. The provision in the Act was
not mandatory; therefore Cabinet must
have decided that this officer was reason-
ably entitled to a pension oa the scale
prov ided for one of 16 years' service.

Amendment (to strike out the item)
put, and a division taken with the follow-
ing result,

Ayes
Noes

.. 17
13

Majority for ... ... 4
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Mr. AtkinTs. Mr. EwiNOES
Mr. Bath Mr. 0ordier
Mr, Butcher Mr. OregoV'
Mr. Deaglish Mr. Hayward
Mr: Diamond Mr. 'Hopkins
Ir Foulkes Sir. James

Mr. Hastie Mr. Kingsmifl
Mr. Holman Mr. Pleae
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Pigott
Mr. Johnson Mr. Easan
Mr. Moran Mr. Throssell
Mr. Oats Mr. wallace
Mr. O'Connor Mr. Kigham (Toilet)J,
Mr. Rteid
Mr. Stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomns (Teller),

Amendment thus passed, and the item
struck out.

Item-G. Berry, £81 17s. 6d.:
Mn. HOLiMAN: This officer bad ben

retrenched after being in the service
about seven years, and was still compar-
atively a Iyoung man; therefore being
well able to work, he should not be
entitled to a pension. The system of
pensions should be stopped as soon as
possible. In the Eastern States the pen-
sion list had swollen to hundreds of
thousands of pounds, Hle moved that
the item be struck out.

Mn. HOPKINS: If this pension was
to be paid according to a contract entered
into, he presumned the Government would
be liable. It was desirable that the
Attorney General should state his opinion
on the point.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
question was open to doubt, thoughi he
would be sorry if it were necessary to
pay the pension.

Mn. HOPKINS: If the State was
under a legal obligation to pay this pen-
sion, it was not desirable for the Com-
mittee to strike it out, unless mnembers
generally desired that Mr. Berry should
he reinstated in the service.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was not a question he could answer off-
hand, as to whether the.Government were
bound or not, when there was no money
appropriated by Parliament for the pur-
pose. He was inclined to think they
were bound ; but it would be wise for the
Committee to consider the item free from
any legal technicality. If the Govern-
ment were bound to pay the pension, the
vote of the Committee would not aiffect
the question.

MR. TAYLOR supported the striking
out of the item. Mr. Berry was com-
paratively young; and if it were neces-

sary to reinstate him instead of paying a
pension, he should be reinstated in the
kind of work for which he was said to be
very capable. When a servant had
become old and incapable of carryiug on
his work, there should be Do objection to
pensioning a retired servant in such case.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. . .20

Noes ., .. ... 10

Majority for ... ... 10
AYES. Nos.

Mr. Atkins Mr. Ewing
Mr. Bath Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Botcher Mr. Gregory
Mr. Dagliab Mr. James
Mr. Fonikea Mr. Kingeilil
Mr. Buste Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hay-ward Mr. Pigott
Mr. Holmes' Mr, Ilason
Mr. Hopkins Mr, Throswell
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Highaw (Tellor).
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Moran
Mr. Oats
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Reid
Mr. Stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Wallae
Mr. Diamond (Teller),

Amendment thus passed, and the item
struck out.

Item-Hl. Boyd, £27 is. 8d.:
N. F. REID moved that. the item be

struck out.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Henrietta -Boyd was in the service of the
Education Department for a. little over
30 years. She was not quite up to
modern methods, so it was decided to
pension her off.

N. REID asked leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment withdrawn.
Mn. HOPKINS: In the case of the

recent fatal accident by which Miss
Walkerwas. burned to death at Cunderdin,
he believed a great deal of blame was
attachable to the Government. The jury
brought in a verdict that the Government
were to blame for not providing proper
accommodation for the teacher.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Education Department was under the
impression that Miss Walker had not
altered the arrangement which was in
existence when she went to Cunderdin.
They believed she was occupying a house
belonging to the Public Works Depart-
ment. Tenders. had been called for the
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erection of teacher's quarters, and ag&ainst
the rules and regulations that any teacher
should live in the school-room, Miss
Walker lived in the school at Ounderdin.
Had the Educati~n Department been
aware of the fact, it would not have been
tolerated. Miss Walker was receiving
an allowance in lieu of lodging from the
Education Department; at the same time,
she had fitted up, contrary to the rules
and regulations of the department, a.
place in the school-room where she lived. -
Provision had already been made. for the
erection of teacher's quarters at Candor-
din. The jur 'y were unaware of these
facts. The Education Department were
not to blame for this exceedingly unfor-
tunate and sad occurrence.

Other items agreed to, and the vote (as
reduced) passed.

Printing, £34,006 is. 6d.:
Ma. WALLACE: Repeatedly mem-

hers had complained of their inability
to obtain Bills which had been amended in
Committee and then had beent returned
from another Chamber, so as to com-
pare the amendments. There should
be a supply of these Eills available
to members. In regard to the print-
ing of forms for the various depart-
nments some saving could be effected.
He would take one class of form to illus-
trate what he meant. There were cer-
tain forms used for applications for
licenses under the Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Sale Act, and there was a
form for the householders' certificate.
Instead of having the -whole printed on
one sheet of foolscap, these two forms
were printed on two separate sheets of
paper, and there was printing on the
back of the paper also. When the copies
were posted tip, the printing on the back
could not be seen at nll, He believed
printing on both, sides of the paper
necessitated extra cost in printing. -A
person going to the [iands Department
to make an application bad to purchase
a form, for which -3d. or 4d. was paid.
If, in the making out of the form; it was
destroyed, another form had to be pur-
chased. This was not the ease in other
departments, such as the police court
and the Mines Office, where the forms
were given away. Anyone could obtain
a dozen or two of the forms if hie cared
to take them away. These forms should

be charged for at a very small fee so aK
prevent waste in this direction. An
officer could be given a certin number
of forms for use, and those used beyond
that number should be charged for.
Mem hers were told that they were re-
sponsible fo r the great east of prinuting in
this, country, but when onie took into con-
sideration the great cost of Htansard and
the cost of papers printed in the Rouse,
Parliament was not so much to blame. In
the various departmnents many thousands
of forug were printed at one time, and
in a year or so perhaps those faria were
out of date. Only a limited number
should be printed. Thiere was an ever-
recurring item for the purchase of type-
-writers in the depart menits. There miust
be somne hundreds and hundreds of type-
writers in the departments which had
been discarded. Was there no sale for
these discarded typewritersF He had it
on good authority that when new type-
writers were obtained officers at once
found fault with their machines, which
were condemned and seat back into the
stores, and new machines bought at a
cost of £26 or £20 each. Bills printed
as amended should in future be obtain-
able.

THE TEASURER; Such Bills could
be obtained from the Clerks. As to
formis and typewriteis, he had made a.
Memlo. In view of the tendency to ulse
too Many forms, it might be well to
amalgam ate the Stationery Department
with the Government Printing Office. In
Victoria, every requisition for stationery
vent to the Government Printer, who, if
lie could not execute an order, took the
responsibility of allowing it to be placed
with a private firm. Such control here
would lead to the stationery bieing
standardised.

MuR. DIAMOND: In South Australia
all departmental stationery was supplied
by the Government Printer, on yearly
requisitions from departments. By this
system large economies had been effected.

Ma. STONE: Probablyv half the ex-
penditure could be saved were the Printing
let out by public tender. For Federal
Customs purposes, importers had to find
their own forms.

Mn., JACOBY:- Apparently each de-
partment had its own styles of paper,
some being very expensive. These should
bie uniform. Many of the forms were
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made too large, so as to fit the jackets.
Better provide smaller jackets. In this
office there was far too much type-setting,
and not enough stereotyping. K~ansard
was still set by hand instead' of by
machine.

THEc TREASUR-ER: Would the hou.
member support an item of X82,000 for
linotypes?

MR. JAOOBY: There were monotypes
in the office.

TUE@ TREAsuRER: The two monotype
machines were of little or no use.

MR. JACO BY: Why the necessity for
an assistant Government Printer, a super-
intendent, an overseer, and a subover-
seer?~ In a private firm one assistant
would suffice. To the Treasurer he
would leave the reorganisation of this
department; but the Government Printer
bad been in the position for two years,
and if he had not recommended reforms
he should not have the confidence of the
Government. The same remark applied
to other permanent heads.

Mn. DAGLISH:; The present Govern-
ment Printer had enormously improved
the office management.

MRs. STows: And increased the ex-
penditmare.

MR. DAGLISH: There had been a,
large increase of output during the last
two yentrs.

Ti TREASURER: And now the depart-
ment did the railway printing, formerly
done by private firms.

MR. DAGLISH: Which printing re-
presented a large saving; yet for this
work the Printing Office had not been
credited with any revenuo, and not till
next year could the value of the services
rendered by this to other departments
be ascertained by book entries. None
could say now whether a fair return was
received for this £234,000. unless we knew
the revenue or value of the work done as
well as the expenditure; and until we
knew these particulars9, to let out the
printing by contract would be absurd.

Ma. JAco:BY- Some was done outside
now by contract.

Mn. DAGLISH:, Much of the work
could not be done outside by contract,
and much more should not because of its
confidential nature. Now that the office
was fairly well organised, it should do all
the Government printing. The Treasurer

said the staff was unnecessarily large, and
the member for the Swan said much of
the printing was done outside. Then there
must be something wrong in the adminis-
tration. The staff, he understood, was
pretty fully occupied; and next year the
Government should be able to tell the
House the profit on the establishment,
which without this information should
not be hastily condemned. That any
Government department should pay less

'than the ruling rate of watges to its
workmen was regrettable. lIf the depart-
ment had good workmen it should pay
the standard rate. If not, changes
should be made in the staff. After
working 12 months for lass than the
ruilinig rate, the employees had new to
approach the Arbitration Court. Au
hon, member said " Let them give
uop their privileges.' Many of them
had no privileges, and were neverthe-
less paid less than the standard rate.
Instead of cutting off privileges, the
Government should offer every induce-
ment to get the best men, and it should
be easy to do this when so many were
employed temporarily, from whom a
good selection could be made from time
to time for the permanent staff. Those
employed provisionally and temporarilyv
were paid less than the ruling rate, and
if absent through sickness their pay was
stopped. Persons in this class, when
their employment was continued from
year to year, should have the same

Iprivilege in regard to pay and holidays.
The provisions of the Public Service Act
should be brought into operation in
regard to this department. In a previous
session the then Premier and the then
Attorney General expressed the opinion
that all persons in the public service who
had been doing the same kind of work
for more than two years should be classed
in the permanent list ;and this principle
having been affirmed by the House and
Ministerial approval expressed on it, the
assurance thus given should bhe carried
ouit in this department as in others. This
department was treated less liberally
than the Printing Deparhnent4 in other
States.

THE TREASURER:- In regard to the
treatment of these Government employees,
seeing that the matter was before the
Arbitration Court, the less said by this
House the better; and be was surprised
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that the hon. member should have over-
looked that circumstance. Whatever the
Court might declare to be fair and right.
the Government would pay. The wen
in the Government Printing Office worked
46-4, hours as against 48 worked by
printers outside; and as to holidays, the
men in outside offices got Christmas Day
and Good Friday, while men in the
Government Printing Office got the
advantage of 1-L hours less per week,
and their holidays last year num-
bered 19 days. Surely if we should
pay the best wages, 'we should also put
these mnen on the basis of those working
in outside offices. Private printing firms
were appealing against the rate of pay,
and if their appeal succeeded it would
probably be unnecessary for the Minis-
terial head of this department to appear
before the Court. He had been getting
retuirns from the Government Printing
Offices in other States, and there wvas no
doubt that so far as temporary hands
were concerned they were only temporary
in other States, while in this State some
of the '.1temporary " hands had been
engaged in the same work six or seven
years past. The Government Printer
had to send to him as Minister a weekly
return showing the work done, the wages
paid, and the estimated value. As to
extra labour employed, the total amount
of work to be done had been reduced
greatly, and his complaint was that he
was not getting a proportionate reduction
in the total of wages paid. The Govern-
ment Gazette had been reduced almost one-
half. Numerous papers now lying on the
table of this House, formerly presented in
printed form, were not now printed but put
on the table in mnanuscript; and in this way
also a. latrge saving in cost should be shown,
but there was no proportionate saving
yet seen in the cost of the Printing Office.
He did not think the House- wanted to
see work sent outside; but every now and
then we might put out some work as a
test to compare the value of the work
done in the Government Printing Office
as against the value of similar work done
outside. There was some work that
might be (lone more cheaply by linotype
composing than the setting-up by hand.
He had raised the samne objection also
about stereotyping portions, which might
be kept standing to be used again from
time to time. There were lots of head-

ings that could be kept in stock instead
of being set up afresh each time. The
same remark applied to the Government
Gazette; and following on the changes he
had introduced in this respect, he thought
the systemi of workiing would gradually be
put on a better bais. The amount for
managerial salaries appeared to be large;
but he wished to compare it with the
amounts paid in other States, so that he
might see whether the managerial cost
here was too high. After the session
there should be considerable reduction in
the amount expended on the Government
Printing Office. The cost of printing the
weekly Hansard, for instance, was now
about £80 a week, anid there would be a
saving of that amount at one swoop),
after the session closed. So far as the
rate of pay to the men was concerned,
he was going to let the Arbitration Court
say whether the Government should pay
the same rate of wages for printing as
was paid to persons doing the same work
outside; and he would leave the Court to
say whether the Government employees
should also have the same privileges as
were allowed now, or should have only
those privileges which were allowed by
private employers.

MR. HOPKINS; Having previously
suggested that the Governmewt Gazette
should be brightened up so as to
make the work more attractive to
people who might be expected to read
it, he now suggested that a con sider-
able amount kif money could be saved
by abolishing the separate publication
of the weekly Hwnsard, and printing
the report s of parliamentary debates
in the Gazette. That would be one
means of brightening the official pub-
lication. In regard to the printing
of evidence given before select Com-
mittees3, the cost, of this might be almost
abolished by typewriting the evidence,
and producing a number of copies by
the mimeographi process. Farther, a
large sum now expended by the Govern-
ment in advertising in niewspapers
throughout the State might be saved if
all the Government advertisements were
put in the Gazette. The attractiveness of
the Gazette would thereby be increased,
and its distribution also, for he believed
many persons would be willing to take
the Ga zette and pay for it if t hese chianuges
were made.
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At 6&30, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. HOPKINS (continuing): If the
Government Gazette was worth issuing,
there should be put into it such informa-
tion as was desirable, so as to conserve our
resources and to save as far as possible
the cost of advertising. The member for
the Swan had stated that the best men
were not to be found in the public service.
That was not correct. He believed there
were in the service men as capable as
those to be found outc;ide; but the trouble
was that those men who had ability to do
their work well and expeditiously were
not given an opportunity of rising accord-
ing to their qualifications. They were.
placed on a level with others ina the depart-
inent, and it was a false position to say
that a. man of ability should not have a
rise because there were half-a-doze~n
duffers in the samne department who
claimed to have a rise also. A Minister
on entering his office should endeavour
to master the details, and in time he
would become capable of dealing with
the department, and able to pick out the
men worthy of recompense. There were
a. number of annual reports thrown on
the table of the House from various
depart ments of the State, prepared at
gre:Lt Cost, and printed at great expense.
They could he curtailed to one-tenth of
their present length, be properly bound,
and one copy should be given to each
member.' If a muember required more
than the one cop 'y, he should pay.
Numerous reports were placed on muem-
bers' desks, and they disappeared. Appli-
cations were made to members for 100,
200, and even 500 copies of particular
documents which were laid on the table.
These docunments might be printed in the
Government Gazette. Many of the reports
were useless, while others would have an
educational influence ou the people.

Vote put and passed.

Photo-Lit hograyhic, £26,456-agreed to.

Refunds, £C2,000-agreed to.

Afiacellaneon8Services,.£161 ,855 7s. 8d.:

Item -Cottage- by-the-Sea Convales-
cent Home, grant in aid towards build-
ing, X50 0:

MR. JOHNSTON: It was his inten-
tion to eater a protest against subsidising
any more convalescent homes on the
coast. Immediately a Governor was
appointed, his wife thought she should
do something to raise a monument where-

bthpeople should not forget her wh en
sh et; public subscriptions were askied.

for, and the Government were approached
for a subsidy to assist. There were homes
established on the coast which were
absolutely useless. The Home of Peace
had been completed for the last 12 or 18
months and was nut occupied to-day.

MR. FouLICES: It would be opened
to-morrow.

Mw. JOHNSON: When he wa" first
returned to this House and went to live
at Subiaco, the building was erected.
About. the time hie entered Parliament
the Home of Peace was pointed out to
himn at Subiaco, and it was to he opened
to-morrow. Whi-ther the homae was
needed was questionable. If these ladies
desired to assist the poor, let them give
assistance where it was urgently needed
-on the golddields, where patients were
turned out of the hospitals before they
were really well. To this mny deaths
were due. The wife of the next Governor,
if she wished to raise a monument to her
namue, should raise it on the goldfields,
and not on the coast, where it was not
needed.

HON. F. H. FIESSE: The Home of
Peace-a most admirable institution -
was for incurables; but the hon. member
found fault with it because it was on the
coast. Byv all meaus have asimilarhomie
on the goldields; but the coastal climatic
conditions made it preferable to have
such hospitals here; and there was on
the fields a tendency to Send couvalescents
to the coast. A large sum had been
raised on the coast for this building,
towards which the goldfields also had
contributed; and the institution welcomed
goldfields convalescents.

THE TREASURER:. Members would
perceive items of £750 for the Fresh Air
League, £250 for the Fresh Air
League, Murchison, £250 which he had
inserted for St. John's Lodge Convales-
cent Home, Kalgoorlie; and for the same
purpose £130 had been promised to
Boulder. The pbject of these institu-
tions was to enable patients discharged
from hospitals to rest before being sent
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to the coast for a, change; and the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson) should
not object to subsidies to the institutions
here in which such patients were received.
The Home of Peace had been built on a
£1,000 Government subsidy, as against
£1,000 raised privately; and the Home
received a subsidy not exceeding £1,000
for its upkeep. He had informed the
founders that they niust satisfy him that
the subsidy they claimed was for the
upkeep and not for the building; so
possibly the £700 would not be required.

Mit. STON:; How was admission pro-
cured ?

Hare. F. H. PixasSE: By nomination.
THE TREASURER: No pressing ease

was rejected.
Tas COLONIAL SECRETA RY hoped

no steps would be taken to decrease the
subsidy to the Home of Peace. In every
civilised country the treatment of incuir-
ables was a seriouis problem; and the
work proposed to be done by the Flame
would relieve the Government from great
expense and responsibility. As to the
institution being for coastal people only,he had been informed by the chairman
that the first applicant for admission was
a man from C ue.

MRt. FOULKES. The member for
Kalgoorlie was mistaken as to the
"1Cottage by the Sea," towards which the
people of the State had raised £3,000, of
which at least two-thirds were contributed
on the coast. As to the statements
regarding the wife of the late Governor,
when the project was first taken in hand
there was no idea that the Governor
would leave the State, therefore the
institution could hardly have been intended
by the Governor's lady as a monument to
'herself. The hon. member bhad been
asked for assistance, but no reply had
been received. To the Home of Peace
£Q700 'was the lowest sum the Govern-
ment could contribute. Only the other
night we voted £10,000 for a hospital in
Perth, for people many of whum, could
payv for their treatment. The total
expenses of the Home of Peace should be
paid by the State.

Item -Higgins, John; maintenance in
Industrial School for Blind at 2s. per
diemn, and cost of draft, £37:

MR. WALLACE asked for an explana-
tion.

TriE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
man had been sent away for instruction
and better treatment to Adelaide. It
was an old chbarge, formerly included in
"Incidental'"

Item-Sailors' Home, Albany, £50:
MR. HAYWARD:. Why was the

Albany home favoured when similar
institutions elsewhere were omitted ?

MR. HIGRA-M protested against this
subsidy to Albai in the absenice of any
grant to the ecellent Sailors' Rest at,
Fremntle, which in addition to ordinary
work took charge of shipwrecked seamen.

THEz TREASURER:- This was a con-
tinuation of the allowance granted by
the Treasu rer last year (Mr. 1li n gworrh),

I under the head of ' Scientific and
Literary." The Albany public had taken
great interest in the home, which cost
them £9200 a. year to keep up. As to the
admirable work done he had received
inany testimonies.
i Item - Grants for improvements to
e emeteries, £1,500:

MR. HOPKINS: How was this to be
allocated ? The cemetery established for
the metropolitan district was laid out
elaborately at the expense of the Govern-

Iment. Sonic of the otder cemeteries in
populous districts had received the samne
subsidy; hut a cemetery more reently
proclaimed, which served the districts of
Boulder and Hannans, and which ought
to be called the Boulder-Hannans Ceme-
teLry, was in the centre of a population of
some 19,000 people. There should he
some provision for special treatment in
such cases, and he hoped there would he
careful inquiry into the matter.

THE TREASURER: In regard to
grants for cemeteries, the Government
were laying down a rule that a grant
could bie made only for the first fencing
of the ground, and he thought this was
a fair position to take in regard to new
ceueteries. It was probably an obliga-
tion on the Government to protect~ the
g raves of the people in th e first iniistance ;
but any internal impr-ovements, after first
fencing the ground, ought to be a tax on
the people residing in the district anid on
those whose relatives were buried there.
This year the Governmntbad knocked out
the grants for Fremantle and Karrakiatta
cemeteries, and were providing only for
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those cemeteries where fencing was re-
quired, and were not providing for
internal improvements.

MR. HOPKINS: In the case of Karra-
katta Cemetery, it was not uncommon
that when a member of a family was
interred, a larger space than was required
for one grave would be purchased by the
relatives, with a view to future inter-
meiits; and this practice of purchasing
ground by families in advance of require-
ments really provided at fund for the
cemeter 'y trustees to go on with; but in
the ease of other cemeteries, such as the
one at Boulder, it was a rare case for
ground to be purchased to a greater ex-
tent than was require-] for the particular
burial. This was a phase of the question
that should be borne in ind, because
cemetery trustees required funds to go
on with, and there was not the same
source of income in these cases as in the
older settled districts.

Item-Nannine Cemetery fence re-
pairs, £21,500:

MR. YELVERTON: The member for
the district should explain this item.

Ma. HOLMAN: It was to be hoped
the Committee would not strike out this
item, in face of the serious unemployed
difficulty. This was for a new cemetery,
and a grant was required for fencing in
the ground.

Itemi-Expenses of Roy- al Commission
on Civil Service, £5,000 :

MR. flAGTL1SH said lie had asked for
information some time ago in regard to
this matter, and he would now mention
the information lie had obtained. The
commission had been in existence since
July last, and up to the 2.5th November
the cost had been £2,837 16s. Certain
details of the expenditure might be
mentioned. The salaries of commissioners
paid tip to that date amounted to
£1,216 2s. 7d.; the travelling allowances
aud expenses amounted to "486, and
there were other items. The work of
the commission was being done with
undue slowness, in his opinion, and at a
maximum of cost. There were three
commissioners, and if they agreed to do
the work of classifying officers through-
out the service there was no reason why
the three should not go in three different
directions at the same time, making their

separate inquiries and reporting results
jointly. By taking this course, the same
number of commissioners might do three
times the amount of work in a givenperiod.
Instead of that, the three commissioners
had incurred unnecessary expense by all
three travelling to each place and jointly
going through insignificant details, on
which they brought to bear their joint
wisdom. When acommission overhauled
the service in Victoria in 1884, thethree
commissioners working singly visited the
several departments, and so got through
a large amount of work in a short time.
If the commissioners here wished to work
economically, they might have done it in
the way he suggested, at one-third the
cost and in one-third the time. The
commissioners appeared to be spreading
out their labours as long as possible, as
if they realised they bad a nice, soft, easy
billet, which should he mnade to last a
long time. A large sum of mtoney was
expended in sending one commissioner,
lie having had experience only ini this
State, to the Eastern States to find out
what the other two comimissioniers, who
had themselves come from the Eastern
States, ought. to know in regard to the
mode of classification there. The comn-
imissioners had started in an expensive
way, and were continuing mnan expensive
way; and if we had to wait till they
finished the work and finally' reported,
the reorganisation of the service in this
State would be long postponed, and there
would be a great waste of time and money.
This itemn was undoubtedly large, and in
order to test the feeling of the Committee
he moved that the amount be reduced by
£2,600. This should be more than suffi-
cient for the current financial year, if the
method of working he had suggested
were adopted.

THE TREASURER;:Thehbon. member
did not know what he was talking about
when he said that a reorganisation and
classification scheme could be carried out
in a few minutes. Firstly the comis-
sionerR were sent into the Stores De-
partment, where stock amounting to
£650,000 had to be overhauled and
the reorganisation of the staff had to
be inquired into. The hon. member,
according to his method. would say that
one commissioner should have done the
whole of the inquiry. Then the com-
missioners were asked to draw up regula-
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tions for future admission into the civil
service. That could not have been done
in a few minutes. In South Australia a
similar inquiry occupied a commission
practically seven months in travelling.
The commissioners bere had arranged a
scheme of amnalgamiation of all officers
and districts, stating the number of
officers which each district ought to have
for carry' ing on the necessary services .
The commissioners had also inquired
into the number of police which should
he provided for particular districts, and
had classified them. They had gone into
the hospitals, had also taken the wardens,
the forest rangers, and had even touched
the public batteries. Every public servanat
would be classified and his rate of pay
fixed. The commission anticipated that
they' would be able to complete the class-
fication and reorganisationof every district
outside of Perth by the 15th of January
next. He did not think that was a very long
while, practically three months for doing
that work, and if it was done well and
was a guide to this House, as we all hoped
it would be, he did not think it wvas
very dear at the money. The members of
the commission were acknowledged to be
competent men. Let us see what their
report on or about the 14th or 15th of
January would be, and then judge them
b "y that. They had an agreement, he be-
lieved, with this Government, giving them
a salary and fixing that salary. Prac-
tically we should have to pay probably
under any circumstances. He thought
that if they got through, having gone
round the State, and if they got to the
other officers left here, the Lands, Works,
and Mines-he thought that was all,
because, as be had said before, they had
been in the Treasury and Savings Bank;
they had to go into the Law Department
(and they never would come out of that)-
if they did all this, and he fancied they
would, and got through in two or three
months, they would have done a very
great deal in reorganising and classifying
the services of the State.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Glasgow Exhibition, £500:

'Ms. HOLMAN: Was this the last
amount that would be paid ? Could they
not do without the present amount?
Last year something like X16,000 or

£17,000 had been spent for these com-
missions.

flR. O'CONNOR: When was the
motion, carried about two months ago, for
a return relating to the various industrial
exhibitions to be given effect to ?

THE CHAIRMAN: That did hiot comne
under this item.

THE MINISTER FOR M[NES: In
regard to this matter of the secretary,
there might be a small item to be paid
for yet in relation to this work. The
documents and papers in connection with
the work had not yet come to band from
London. Therehad been somedelay owing
to the collection of exhibits thathbad been
lent and the prizes that had been gained.
The expenditure now must absolutely
cease. He had an agreement with the
secretary that he would do all the rest of
the work to enable him (the Minister) to
have a better balance-sheet prepared at
no farther cost. We had a large num-
ber of these exhibits. Something like
£219,000 worth were purchased, £217,000
worth bad been sold and £22,000 worth
had been left in the hands of the Agent-
General. He (the Minister) had given
instructions for these exhibits to be sold,
so) that the Government might have a
complete balance-sheet and credit the
commission with any such items as this.
He thought that less than £100 would
pay the additional expenditure. The
£500 would more than cover any farther
expenditure.

I tern-Royal Exchange, Colonial Ex-
hibition, £2,000:

MR. HOPKINS asked for an explana-
tion.

Tax MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was a matter be could not explain. It
was in connection with the Colonial
Exhibition. So far as his memory served
him, it was stated that the authorjties
were prepared to pay the expenses of this
exhibition if the Government would only
allow the specimens to be exhibited.
It was thought it would be infra dig, to
make a charge, and be believed authority
was given. The Leake Government gave
written instructions. The settling of this
matter had been placed in his hands, and
he bad stopped all expenditure. He had

give instructions that all the assets
shoul be sold as speedily as possible,
and as soon as we could we would have
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a balance-sheet. With regard to the
return spoken of by Dr. O'Connor, the
books had not yet come to band from
England. They had, he thought, cabled
for the books and papers and the exhibits
to be sent.

MR. DAGLISH said he would like to
call attention to the difference between
the expenditure upon an exhibition that
was not likely to do the State any good
and the treatment meted out to one likely
to be of utility to the State. Some little
time ago an application was made by the
Chamber of Manufactures for the sum of
£700 in order to give an exhibition in
Perth, with the object of educating
Western Australians as to what mann-
factures Western Australia had. He
was sorry to say they had not been
successful in moving the sympathy of
the Colonial Treasurer. A similar exhi-
bition was held three years ago, and it wasproposed to hold one every three years.
The Government were only asked to assist
to the extent of £700, but wvhile liberal
support was given to the agricultural
and mining industries, the manufac-
turing industry could get no assistance
whatever. By a judicious encourage-
mient of our local manufactures, an
opportunity might be afforded to many
men who were walking the streets, idle
and hungry, to earn a living. Infant
manufactures, with reasonable support,
might develop into thriving industries.

MR. DIAMOND: The Chamber of
Manufactures was as deserving of some
assistance as our agricultural industry or
mining industry. He bad sufficient con-
fidence in the members of the present
Government to believe they would rectify
this omission at the earliest possible
moment, and he trusted sincerely they
would do so.

MR. BATH: During the last five or
six years we must have spent fully
£50,000 in promoting and encouraging
exhibitions. He had no hesitation in
saying the impetuis these exhibitions had
given to the State industries and manu-
factures had been practically nil. On
the other hand. they gave an opportunity
tb various business firms and manufac-
turers to exhibit a class of goods which
never by any manner of means reached
the consumer.

Mis. JOHNSON: The Montana
Ministry decided they would allow the

specimens to be exhibited in London,
provided there was no expense. An
assurance was given that if they were
exhibited there would be little or no
expense to this State; yet, in the face of
that assurance, we found an item of
£2,000 on the Estimates.

MRs. MORGANS: The bon. member
(Mr. Johnson) was entirely in error in
supposing there was any expenditure
incurred in connection with the exhibi-
tion and the specimens in London. The
expenditure of £2,000 was incurred in
connection with the Glasgow Exhibition,
and h-ad nothing whatever to do with the
Royal Exchange Exhibition, therefore
the hon. member was entirely mistaken.
The expense of that exhibition had been
met by subscriptions from London mining
companies, and Messrs. Johnson and
Sons, who were large gold refiners, under-
took to pay all current expenses during
the period the exhibition was open. That
had been done, and therefore no breach
of faith had been committed either by
the Government with which he had been
connected or by the present Government.
The packing of specimens was, of course,
a charge against the exhibition; but thes-
had to be packed for return to this State,
whether exhibited at the Royal Exchange
or not.

Item-Fire Brigardes,.£ for X,.£8,000:
MR. HOLMAN: Last year volunteer

fire brigades throughout the State had
been treated very badly, and as a result
their appliances were now in a bad con-
(lition. The Treasurer had promised
that a Bill compelling insurance com-
panies to contribute towards the main-
tenance of fire brigades would be intro-
duced next session, and such a measure
was most necessary. Meantime it was to
be hoped that the Treasurer would sub-
sidise fire brigades to the same extent
during this year as they would be sub-
sidised under the proposed Bill next
year. Distribution of the vote on a
population basis would be satisfactory.
He trusted the Treasurer would assist
country fire brigades to attend the Fre-
mantle celebration this year in the same
way as bad been done last year.

MR. JOHNSON: One wrould like the
Treasurer to state whether a. new system
would be instituted this year. An
amount of £2,000 placed on last year's
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Estimates had scarcely been touched.
The Kalgoorlie fire brigade, simply
because it was controlled by the local
municipality and was not associated with
the fire brigades' board, received no sub-
sidy, and that was highly unjust. Would
the Treasurer introduce this year a system
of grading under which all brigadeswould
receive assistance ?

MR. DAGLISH : The X for X subsidy
system would meet with his approval
and he thought with that of members
generally. The contention had been
advanced last year that the £ for X

subsidy should be granted only on money
collected or obtained by private subscrip-
tion, money voted by a municipality
being regarded as entitled to no subsidy
whatever. The bulk of the fire brigades
were maintained by municipalities, and
surely the better system was to maintain
brigades at the mutual expense of rate-
payers than to let them live on the
generosity or charity of a few prominent
citizens. Those who went round with
the hat were subsidised as a reward for
cadging, but to the people who recognised
their responsibilities as ratepayers the
Government said, " If you are such fools
as to recognise your municipal respon-
sibility, you shall get nothing out of the
vote.' Last year begging efforts had
resulted in the distribution of £9198 out
of £92,000.

Itemn-Brophy v. Woods, Bywater, and
Hunt, £149 15s. ld.:

MR. WALLACE asked for explana-
tion.

THE TREASURER: Information
would be supplied to-morrow.

Item -Free passes over Midland Rail-
way line, £9580 5s. 3d.:

MR. HOPKINS : In order to test the
feeling of the Committee as to the justice
of tlie Government paying the expenses
of all members when travelling to and
from their constituencies, he moved that
the item be reduced by £1. Owing to
the large size of this State, certain mem-
bers were compelled to travel by coach
and others by boat.

THE OnxznMANl:
(Mr. Hopkins) was
moving that the voti

The hon. member
not in order in
be reduced by an

unsubstantial amount such as X1. May,
page 583, laid down:-

The reduction of a grant or item must be of
a substantial character; nor may a series of
motions be made upon the same grnt, raising
substantially the same issue.

MR. HOPKINS: So as to put himself
in order, he moved that the item be
reduced by £80. Members who were
compelled to travel between their con-
stituencies and Perth by coach or boat
ought to be afforded the same facilities as
members travelling by tail. The Muni-
cipal Association, of the executive of
which he had been a member, had recog-
nised this principle.

MR. MORANI: The hon. member was
in order in moving that the amount of
the itemn be reduced, but the object, he
had in view was distinctly out of order.
Reduction of this item was moved with at
view to directing the Government to
incur fresh expenditure, and therefore
presumably to impose increased taxation.

MR. HIGHAM: Members taking ad-
vantage of the privilege of travelling over
the Midland railway line must be very
few in number. Crertainly the privilege
was not exercised in the majority of
instances.

MR. JACOBIY: Would not the cheaper
course be to let members travelling over
the Midland line purchase tickets and
obtain refunds from the Government P

MR. WALLACE: At least 11 members
of the Legislature travelled over the Mid-
land railway.

IMn. JACOBY: But 11 tickets to take
members over all lines of the State could
be purchased for this amount.

HON. F. H. Fiesse: No. For seven
hundred odd pounds.

MR. JACOBY: Only three members
travelled regularly over the Midland rail-
way.

MR. STONE: If each member as he
travelled over the Midland railway paid
for his ticket, the cost would be more
than the amount of the item. Nearly
every member of the Legislature travelled
once or twice, if not several times, over
the Midlatid railway in the course of a
year. Better strike the item out and let
every member pay his fare wherever he
went, either over Government or private
lines. Members who had to travel to
the North-West should have their fares
paid once or twice during the session;
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but he would rather see each member pay
his fares over the railways when be
wished to travel.

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Although the amiount provided last year
was Q580, the actual amount expended
was £662 10s. The amount was arrived
at by a record which was kept. Was it
not fair that Tmembers who had to travel
over the Midland Company's line should
be entitled to travel free, the same as
members who travelled over the Govern-
ment linesP The Committee might rest
assured the Government would not pay' a
penny more than was actually earned.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: For some years
members travelled free on their ordiuary
tickets over private lines. Some three or
four yevars ago, the Midland Company
made a claim on the Government to be
reimbursed the cost of meinbers' tickets,
and it was then thought better to make
some arrangement with the comnpany to
pay a lump sumi per annum. That sys-
tern was carried on for sonic timie, and
passes were issued to members. It would
be difficult to keep a record of the num-
ber of times members travelled over the
Midland line, for there were frequent
small journeys made, and these would
have to be taken into account. A new
system might have been adopted, hut he
thought the old system of paying a lump
sum much preferable to the course now
suggested.

MR. HOLMAN: The Colonial Secre-
tary ought to consider the advisihility of
subsidising a steamer to Geraldton. If
that were done, the item could be reduced
considerablyv, for miemnbers would travel
on the steamier instead of by rail. A sub-
sidised steamer would also benefit the
people on the Murchison and at Geraldion,
who would be able to have their goods
carried cheaper, which would amply repay
the Government. The item seemed a
latrge one, but half a dozen members
travelled up and down the line a dozen
times a year. The members for the
Irwin, the Moore, and the member for
Bleverley travelled over the line. The
sum was not an excessive one.

MR. HOPKINS: The debate had taken
a different turn fi-om what he intended
when he drew attention to the item. No
exception had been taken to the method
adopted in the past of testing items, but,
if it would be more convenient to members,

he would move to add the words -"and
coach and boat fares to constituencies."

THE CHAIRMAN: That would prac-
tically make a new item.

MR. HOPKINS: Then he would. move
to reduce the item by £230.

Amendmwent negatived.

Itema-Subsidy to municipalities at
l5s. in the X for rates collected to amount
of £20,000; above the amount 10s. in the
X, £50,000:

Mat. HOPKINS: An amount was pro-
vided for- subsidies and special grants for
maintaining buildings and the construc-
tion of roads throughout the State of
£143,000, and the sum of £50,000 was
provided for subsidies to mnuicipalities;
to obtain which the municipalities had to
find £65,000. The subsidy to munici-
palities should be increased to X for £
on the lines laid down, but he would like
to see the subsidies graded to first, second,
and third class. Some municipalities
were not in need of subsidies at all.
There would be no need of giving special
grants for the upkeep of fire brigades,
which were under municipalities in most
cases, if a £ for X subsidy were paid.

MR. HOLMAN: The increase from
109. to 15s. in the £ was given to muni-
cipalities to aid in the upkeep of fire
brigades and other matters, but no assist-
ance had been given by municipalities in
this direction. The present system was
better. If the subsidy was increased to
£ for £C, local bodies would place their
wants before the Government, and ask
for special grants just the same as before.

Item-Expenses in connection with
the coronation of His Majesty the King,
local grants X1,750:

MR. TAYLOR asked for information.
THE TREASURER: This was a grant

of £ for £ given over the whole of the
State for sums raised, which, in a majority
of cases, were devoted to the entertain-
ment of children.

Item-Monument to late Premier, Hon.
George teake, KOC., £250:

MR. MORAN: It would be advisable
for the Government to move to strike the
item out. All felt that the item ought
not to appear on the Estimates. It was
put down out of feelings of gratitude,
and as a solace and an expression of the
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feelings of the great sorrow at the death
of the late Premier of the State; but to
put an item on the Estimates at the
earliest moment possible to erect a monu-
ment to a public man who was only in
power less than 12 months was not
advisable. The item should he considered
later on, in the cal1m quiet of two or three
years hence, when histor 'Y began to ap-
preciate the man at his true value. The
sum was placed on the Estimates by those
who were created by the late Premier
himiself. This monument could not, with
justice, he said to be earned by the length
of service of the late Premier, and was
he correct in saying that the Committee
felt great delicacy in touching on the
matter, and that it would have been
better if the item had. not been placed on
the Estimates ? Mfight be speak of the
services of one who had done far more
for Western Australia, the late Mr.
Alexander Forrest, who was a great
explorer and a man of great enterprise F
In that case the friends of the late Mr.
Forrest subscribed and erected a monu-
ment. The same could. be said of another
public man, who did great service to the
country, and who represented Fremnantle
for a, number of years. He referred to
the late W. E, Marmion. His friends
likewise subscribed and erected a nionu-
mnent to hits memory. One would be
voicing, he was sure, the feelings of the
man who was dead. and gone in saying
that hie would not wish to see this item
on the Estimates. One would rather wish
that the people of Western Australia
should erect a monument in true propor-
tion to his worth. We were not entitled
to pass an amount for a moment to a
Premier who only reigned, after all, for a
few months. We had public men who
had served the country for longer periods.
Might lie mention another Premier, whose
pho tograph adorned the Chamber. He
referred to the Hon. G. Th rossell. who in
the ordinary course of events would die.
For Mr. Tbrossell lie would not advocate
a State monument, notwithstanding Mr.
Throssell's record as a public nina was
longer than Mr. -Lcake's. The late
Premier had been given a State funeral-
a great and well-earned lionour which few
Australian Premiers had ever been
accorded. But the State could not ho
expected to erect mon uments to all her
public men. Lot this item stand over

for some years, when the feeling of the
House maight be unanimous.

THE TREASURER: This sum would
not be spent without farther consultation
with Parliament.

Ma. MOANw accepted that assurance.

Item-King's Park, £C3,000:
Ma. I{OLMAN: Hfere was an increase

of £650U. which if granted would be a
permanent annual charge. Too much
was spent on these decorations. He
moved that the item be reduced by
£500.

THE TREASURER: Next year the
item would appear as £2,600. The £500
was promised by a formier Treasurer
(Mr. Illingworth) for the May Drive;
and though the House altered the -vote
from the May Drive to the Rokeby Road
approaches, Yet on the strength of the
promise the park board had in good faith
overdrawn £500 from the bank; hence
the increase. Tbus the amendment would
cut down the item to £2,000, for which
the board said the park could not he
maintained. Water alone cost £300 a
year.

HON. F. H. 1'IESSE opposed the re-
duction of the item. The member for
&orth Mlurchionm (Mr. Holnian) did not
appear to have a. soul above the dry plains
of Naunnue, -and on every occasion
attacked votes for the beautification of
the parks and other surroundings of the
city, or which in any way contributed to
the pleasure of the people. All visitors
to the King's Park and recreation grounds
th rou ghout the country would admit that
the expenditure was justified.

Mnt. JOHNsoN! Only a section of the
people could see them.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: Goldfields
people visited the city and availed them-
selves of such beauty spots.

Ma. Jonssow: Most of them could
not do so.

MP. HOLMAN: About £80,000 had
been spent on King's Park.

HoN;. F. H. P IESS E : Members
talked of mouments. No greater monu-
inent could be erected to Sir John For-
rest than this large, tract of country
adjoining the city; for to his foresight
when Surveyor General its reservation
was due. It. was for the national good
and not for a section of the people.
Sir John Forrest and his colleagues
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thought of the future sad not of their
own benefit; and the parks and reserves
in the settled portion of the country.
affording as they did a striking con-
trast; to the arid plains of the distant
interior, were probably enjoyed better by
the goldfields visitors than by people on
the coast. Had it not been for the fore-
sight of those who in the early days con-
trolled the destinies of the* State there
would have been few reservations for the
public enjoyment. He strongly objected
to the tone iii which the hon. member
had on many occasions found fault with
expenditure on parks aud reserves. The
.£80,000 was well spent.

MR. HOPKINS: Whence was it pro-
curedP-

HON. F. H. PIESSE: The old
settlers had to pledge the country for
it. Th the days when there was a po0pu-
lation of some 40,000 people they took
upon their shoulders the responsibility,
went to the London market, and pledged
their estates for the development of the
country, with the knowledge that if such
development were unsuccessful they
would have to bear the burden. He op-
posed the reduction of the item, and
would on every occasion reply to the hon.
member's attacks on such expenditure.

MR. HOPKINS: Discuss the item
reasonably, and not in a hysterical style.
Outside Perth there was no King's Park,
no Swan River, no Zoo, no Museum.
Last year he contended, and contended
now, that in view of the enormous subsidy
paid by the Government to the Perth
City Council, the council should take
charge of the King's Park, and manage it
for the benefit of citizens and visitors.
The Park was in a sense exclusive. Con-
taining Probably the prettiest drives in
Australia, it was something of which the
State might be proud; but all did not
wish to pay the piper for the benefit of
the few who could afford a carriage and
pair with which to drive through the park
every afternoon.

HoN. F. H. PIEssE : Thousands
walked through it every Sunday.

MR. HOPKINS: They could not go
every day. On week days the p)ark wag
the resort of nursemaids, perambulators,
and babies. Last year the city council
drew £18,000 in subsidy, apart from their
own rates; thus the city could well afford
to take over the park, and the cost of the

aninual upkeep should be debited to thos4e
principally benefited.

MR. BATH had no hesitation whatever
in singing the old song about the lavish
manner in which money wats voted for the
improvement of these parks. Whilst he
admitted that Perth Park was very beau-
tiful and a source of gratification to the
people of Perth, he asserted that a con-
siderable sum of money had been spent
on it, and the Government in drawing up
these Estimates could well allow the
amount to he reduced without militating
against the beauty of the park or its
future usefulness. The member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said it was
a national park, and that it was availed
of by not only the people of Perth, but
by people from oilher districts. Only a
few of the goldfields people could avail
themselves of it. If the member for the
Williams would support the goldfields
people in a reduction of the railway fares
to allow people to obtain food and other
things much cheaper, people on the fields
might be able to avail themselves of these
parks by comning to Perth occasionally for
a change. The goldfields members, in
opposing this vote, were only doing their
duty. Places like Kalgoorlie or Boulder
contributed no small amount to the
revenue. The council of Kalgoorlie had
been putting forth stringent endeavours
to make a park which would be wvorthy of
the place, and this involved the expendi-
ture of a considerable sum of money;
much more than the municipality could
afford; but on all occasions when they
had approached the Minister responsible
for the department for a grant-in-aid for
that park, they had been met with a,
refusal. If the same treatment were
meted out to the goldfields districts as
wvas meted out to the Perth districts, the
gold fields members might not have the
same reason to complain. The goldfields
people were entitled to better treatment,
and whilst they had no desire to exhibit
parochialism in any shape or form, they
had a perfect right to object to this
lavish expenditure on the coast and
penurious expenditure on the goldfields.

HON. F. H. PIESSE was sorry to see
the line of demarcation so clearly drawn
between the goldficlds and the coast.
[MR. BATH: The hon. member drew it.]
He did not. He endeavoured on every
occasion to lessen the distance between
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the coast and the goldfields. He would
take the hon. member for Hannans (Mr.
Bath) back to the numerous times when
he (Mr. Piesse) had visited the fields, and
also to the tirneswhen SirJohn Forrest had
visited them, and be would refer him to
the various votes passed by this House
from time to time. He was confident
that if the amounts which had been given
to the people of the goldfields for recre-
ation purposes and for various means of
pleasure for the people there were added
together, they would equal the sums
which had been paid for Perth Park.

MR. Monn:; Kalgoorlie had had more
than Perth.

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: As to the cost
of Perth Park, it had been stated that
X80,000 had been expended; but that was
far in excess of the actual amount.

MR. MORAN: Double the ainount.
HoN. F. H. PIESSE: It was twice

the amount; .£30,000 would, he thought.
cover the whole of the expenditure. The
contract for the first road through the
park wats for something like £5,600. The
work was done during his (Mr. Piesse's)
administration, and since that time other
sums had been expended. But the whole
did not come to £30,000. The people
who visited the park were very numerous,
and especially on Sundays. Means had
been provided by the Government to
enable people to visit the coast. Assist.
ance had been given to the children who
had come from the fields.

MR. HoPKINS: What about the neces-
sity of it?I

HON. F. H. PIESSE: Hiathe same
assistance been given to the people in the
agricultural districts who had just as far
to comeP Re travelled every week a dis-
tance of 250 miles. Re did not wish to
stoop to the spirit of parochialism, be-
cause we must look at the matter from a
national standpoint. He was just as
anxious to be liberal to the goldfields as
he was to be liberal to the coast in regard
to what lie considered should be done: in
fact, be had erred, lie took it, on the side
of liberality when he had an opportunity
of doing his best for them; so that after
all it was not a question of the goldfields
against the coast, but of the State of
Western Australia. He was to-day ready
to do his best to help the people on the
goldfields as well as the people here. He
took it all we desired was to make the

different parts of the countr" attractive
to the people who visited them. We
should do this to prevent a large number
of people going away from the State to
spend their holidays.

THE TREASURER mentioned a
number of places to which Erants had
been made from the £25,500 granted
for "improvements to parks, recreation
grounds, etc-,"and said he bad £9 10s.
left. With regard to a remark by the
member for Hiannas (Mr. Bath), so far
as Kalgoor-lie was concerned, after all
there was only a difference of a few
pounds between their estimates. The
Kalgoorlie Council's surveyor estimated
the work would cost so touch, and the
Government gave £250.

MR. JOHUNSON was sorry the debate
had taken the turn it had,* and that it

Ishould be necessary for the member for
the Williams to get uip and protest
against the parochialism of the goldfields
miembers. The goldields members recog-
nised the advantages of King's Park, and
he ventured to say that he visited that
park -as much as any member in the
House. lHe realised it was one of the
beauty spots of Australia; but whilst he
could enjoy it and the single mn from
the goldflelds could enjoy it owing to the
fact that they could save enough to come
here for the Ohristmuas holidays, the
women and children on thle goldfields
could not visit King's Park. Wages on
the goldields would not admit of their
paying their train fares. Living on the
goldfields was so high that it wivas just at
matter of living uip to their wages. The
wages of the men) were always mortgaged

Ibefore tbey got them, and people could
not leave the g-oldfields once they got
there, nor could they allow the women
and children to visit Perth. Realising

Ithat, he ventured to think the time had
Iarrived when the people of Perth should
do something for themselves. If £2,500
was sufficient for upkeep of the park
whilst the authorities were making roads
and paths, why should the amount still
go on when the park wats practically
finished ? The ])ark had sufficient for
some considerable time to come. The Gov-
ernmnent had done a little for the gold-
fields, but it had been very small in
comparison with the revenue derived
fromt the goldfields. The member for
Hannans (Mr. Bath) was a little bit
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astray when lie mentioned that little
park which the municipality of Kalgoorlie
strugzgled to establish at Kalgoorlie. That
park was established b y the municipality
of Kalgoorlie. Then private individuals
stepped in. He had done a little in the
park, and many public men had planted
trees there. We found on this year's
Estimates that, recognising the good work
that had been done, the Government had
granted a sum to assist those puhlic men
in carrying out the work they had started.
He supported the reduction; of the item,
because lie felt the time had arrived when
less public money should be spent in
Perth and more in outlying districts.

MR. HOLMAN: The member for the
Willianis (Hon. F. H. Piesse) bad twitted
him with taking Only about dry-blowers
and navvies, bitt the lion, membevr ought
to know that the opening up of the back
country was of much more benefit to the
State than was the beautifying of Perth.
The residents of the capital had been
enriched to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds by the activity of
the goldfields people, but not one of the
numerous rich men of Perth bad ever
put his band in his pocket for the benefit
of the mining? commliunity. True, many
goldfields recreation grounids had received
a subsidy, but that subsidy-the first-
bad also been the final one. It was a
disgrace to the inhabitants of Perth that
they should not subscribe one penny
towards the upkeep of all their places of
amusement. The high cost of living
prevented goldfields residents from keep-
ing their wives and families in mining
districts. An excellent means of bene-
fiting the State at large would be to do
away with lease rents, and to let the
unemployed work ground now lying idle.
Until the goldfields were treated with a
tithe of the generosity shown to the
people of Perth, he would maintain what
the member for the Williams had des-
cribed as a, parochial attitude.

Mn. HOPKINS: The member for the
Williams had stated that £20,000 of
public money had been spent on the
Perth Park.

HON. F. H. Frnasm: No; £30,000.
Mn. HOPKINS:- A. return laid on the

table last year showed that £255,141 of
public money had been spent on the
Perth Park up to the end of the preced-

ing financial year. Last year Parliament
voted £2,500, and this year it was asked
to vote £83,000, making a total expendi-
ture of Government money of £60.641.
Moreover, the city of Perth was drawing
a Government subsidy of £18,000 per
annum. In the c'ircumstanves, was it
unreasonable to ask the citizens now to
take charge of the park and maintain it
themselves? The Fresh Air League to
which the member for the Willbams had
referred sprang into existence from the
benevolence of Eastern Goldfields resi-
dents, who desired that the helpless
children of poor parents might be afforded
a change of air as a means, in some in-
stances, of saving their lives. The
Eastern Goldfields were distant over 200
miles from a seaport with which they
ought to have been connected years ago.
Indeed, had that railway been constructed
there would have been no necessity to
establish fresh air funds, because the cost
of living on the Eastern Goldfields would
have been greatly reduced. The extor-
tionate railway rates were largely respon-
sible for the niecessity of instituting the
fresh air fund. No doubt this Adminis-
tration, like preceding Governments,
would refuse to reduce the railway rates
until the last straw was; breaking the
back of the industry.

Ma. WALLACE agreed to a certain
extent with the member for the Williams.
Goldfields representatives, however, op-
posed this item not from an *y spirit of
parochialism, but by way of entering a
protest against the amounts lavished on
Perth and its surroundings as compared
with those doled out to the goldfields as
a whole. 'Undoubtedly, the expenditure,
of a few hundred pounds annually on the
goldfields would create much pleasanter
surroundings than existed to-day. Clim-
atic conditions always considered, gold-
fields residents would make their towns as
comfortable as those on the c-oast. Sir
John Forrest, with Dr. Hackett, deserved
much credit for converting swamps in
North and East Perth into pleasure
resorts. It was a pity that the member
for the Williams, who had held office
long ago, had not prevented the placing
of the Karrakatta Cemetery between two
cities.

HO-N. F. H. Pixssx: The Karrakatta
Cemetery had been established only four
years ago.

LASSEMBLY] King's Park,
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-MR. WALLACE: The Government
woulid do well to consider the advisability
of removing the cemetery to the other
side of the Karrakatta railway station,
farther towards the sea coast. The item
for a gatekeeper's house in connection
with the Perth Park was sufficient to
probe the sensitiveness of members repre-
senting outlying districts. That money
might well have been put to other uses.
No lodge or gatekeeper's house had been
erected at the Fremantle end of the park,
and the majority of the present board
had strongly opposed the ear-marking of
a small amjount of the annual vote for the
purpose of giving the people of Su biaco a
decent road into the park. The board
appeared to take on itself all sorts of
responsibilities which no other hoard
would incur. On the expectation of Par-
liamentary sanction of a subsidy pro-
misedl by the Government, the hoard had
obtained an overdraft. Let the gentlemen
wto had incurred the overdraft be respon-
sibleforit. He objected tobeing compelled
to vote items because the expenditure
they represented had been incurred in
anticipation of Parliamentary sanction.
While intending to support the item,
next session should an amount be brought
forward for half the sum now on the
Estimates for this work, he would move
to strike it out. The time had arrived
when the park had had sufficient money
spent upon it. Let the park now be
handed over to the people of the city to
maintain and look after.

MR. BATH: This year altogether
£5,723 appeared on the Estimates for
the King's Park and Governinent Gardens
combined, while £1,200 was the whole of
the money voted for the recreation
grounds and parks for the goldfieldsa. The
goldfields members had a right to take
exception to the item. The park hoard
should be asked to exercise economy, and
if they received £2,500, after wiping off
the overdraf t at the han k they would still
have £2,000 to devote to the improvement
of the park. Seeing the perfect condi-
tion of the King's Park at the present
time, that amount would be ample for the
purpose.

Ma. FOULjKES:- The Government
seemed to be concentrating all. their efforts
on the one park; they were putting all
their eggs into one basket. Hle said this
from his knowledge of the way in which

one of the most useful districts in the
State had been treated. He referred to
the Clarcmout-Cottesloe district, which
was a. beautiful district, having the sea on
one side, and the river on the other.
There was a large Government reserve in
this district of 2,000 acres, and the whole
amount spent on that reserve during the
last 10 years amounted to £800. In
another part of the district, there was the
Euckland Hill park, of 40 or 50 acres,
from which a magnificent view of the
city of Perth and of Fremnantle could be
obtained. The total amount spent on
that park was £100. The people of
Claremont asked for a grant to improve
their park, and the mayor of that town
had stated to the Colonial Secretary that
the people were willing to spend £200 or
£2300 in improving their park, but the
Treasurer could onlyv afford £100. The
Bucklmnd Hill people were prepared to
spend £100 or £150 on their park, and
all they received from the Treasurer was
£49 10s. He could not help symnpathis-
ing with the goldfields people when be
knew that in his district, which had a
population of 6,000 people, only £200 or
£300 was spent on the parka.

Tau TREASURER: It was not fair
for the member for Claremont to try to
make out that his district had been
treated shabbily, Buckland Hill re-
ceived £40, Cottesloe Reserve £250, and
Peppernint Grove Park £250. Hfe (the
Treasurer) had £109 10s. left on this
vote, and the member for Claremont got
£100 of the amount; still he was
grumbling.

Mu. DA.GLTSH: It was to be hoped
the Committee would not interfere with
this item. He, wished to coutradict the
statement that had. been made that the
King'st Park was already thoroughly im-
proved. It was absurdf to make such a
statement. There were over 12,000 acres
of land in that park, and 9,000 at least
were absolutely in their virgin state. He
wish to see not only the park, improved,
but maintained, or the money expended
would be wasted. He wished to see one
or two new roads made through that
park, to give ready access to pedestrians.
At present, the mnoney spent had pro-
vided opportnities for people to drive
through the park:. provision should he
made now for pedestrian traffic. Since
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he spoke about this park on a previous
occasion, a meeting of the park board
had been called, and he hoped now the
board had been aroused to a condition of
repentance and would meet regularly in
the future.

Mn. MORAN -Those who knew the
Australian capitas were aware that the
State in Australia which had done least
for its capital city was Western Aus-
tralia. Adelaide was admired for the
magnificent parks around that city ; the
beautiful surroundings made by the Gov-
ernment; also for the roads and drives
leading train the capital to the country,
roads to the hills provided by the Gov-
erment so as to make the capital city
attractive. It was known that there wore
beautiful national parks around Mel-
bourne, and in Sydney a great deal had
been done and hundreds of thousands of
pounds had been spent on the national
parks, which made Sydney to-day the
queen city of the South. In Bris-
bane, thousands of pounds bad been
spent in making the capital city attrac-
tive. When he (Mr. Moran) represented
the goldfields, he never objected to ex-
penditure of this kind. Tie was always
a warm advocate for beautifying the
capital, to rival Adelaide and the cities
of the Eastern States, so that when people
came to Perth they had something to
look at. Very little had been done in
Perth outside the national King's Park.
It was to be regretted that the goldfields
members grumbled at what they got from
the Government. In. the good old days
of the good old Government, the gold-
fields had magnificent grants made to
them, and it was a remarkable thing that
those who grumbled now sat behind the
Government. It appeared as if they
talked to the country, and did not mean
what they said. What action did the
members of the goldfields take the other
day to get parks and grdens for their
towns ? He (Mr. Moran) did his best to
impress on members the necessity for
Perth bearing its share of the burdens in
providing parks and gardens for the gold-
fields. The State had pledged its credit
to the extent of £3,000,000 to get a
water scheme, a work which no one but
Sir John Forrest would undertake. How
was he (Mr. Mloran) supported by those
who now attacked this smnall item? He
had proposed giving the goldields water

at 3s. 6d. a thousand, so that people there
might have parks and gardens.

Mn. JoHNsoN:, The hon. member knew
his suggestion would not be adopted.

MR. MORAN: Two Labour members
had said the goldfields did not want
water, except at 5s. or Gs. per thousand.
To-night the tune was changed, and it
was said the goldfields people were too
poor to visit Perth. No doubt they
were. But every Australiani State had
had magnificent goldfields or other
mineral resources; and what State had
done so much for mining as Western
Australia? That-we had done too much
he did not say. He had always been a,
champion of the fields, and was the other
night when he endeavoured, without
support from the goldfields members, to
cheapeni the water supply.

Mu. BA1TH: The hon. member had
played to the gallery.

Ma. MORAN: It took a good man. to
play to the gallery. The Government
promised to reduce this item next year.
He regretted these attacks on the modest
efforts to beautify the n1ational capital,
which must be made worthy of the State.
More had been done by public grant for
Kalgoorlie and Boulder than for Perth;
but much of the gold fields expendi-
ture had been ill-applied. Magnificent
stations had been built at these towns, and
a tramway company given a concession
which made the railway practically un-
payable.

Ma. HLMsAN: The concession had
been opposed by the people.

Mn. MORAN : And yet we were asked
to cut down an itemi which might give
employment to a little labour in Perth.
Parliament as a whole had in the past
done -nobly by the fields, and should do
justice in future; but there were more
people in and around Perth than on the
whole of the Eastern Goldfields. " Take
away railway rates," said the goldfield
members, " and the mines are a business
proposition."

MR. HOPKINS: Yes; if 1* millions Of
'railway rates were struck out.

MR. MORAN: In the early part of
the session the Opposition endeavoured
to reduce rates. How did the hon. mem-
ber voteF

Mn. HoP.KiNs:- This was the first he
had heard of the reduction.

[ASSEMBLY.] King's Park.
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Mnt. MORAN:- Governmwent supporters
had tamely submitted to the increase.
Of the system of getting overdrafts
against Government promises he did not
approve ; but that had often been done
on the goldfields in the early days.
Probably it wouldl not be repeated by the
park board after this debate, though he
(Mr. Mor-an) would like to raise money
to-morrow on the strength of such an
assurance.

Mn. HOPKINS: The cities enumerated
by the hon. member who had just spoken
did not draw a subsidy from the Govern-
meat. Perth drew £18,000 a year. Nor
did the four next largest cities in Vic-
toria draw any subsidy. As to the
Opposition desiring to reduce the railway
rates, the member Coy the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), now in Opposition,
was responsible for some of the preferen-
tial rates which were among the ills still
afflicting the fields.

MR. MORAN: All municipalities in this
State drew grants.

Maz. HOPKINS : The Year Book of
Australia, 1902, g-ave a list of 89 " pl aces
worth visiting" in the city of Perth.

Mit. RASTIE:- During the discussion
of last year's Estimates the large expendi-
ture in Perth had been strongly comn-
mented on, and a general promise given
that this extravagance should cease; but
this year the expenditure had increased,
and its continuance next year would not
be surprising. In view of the work already
done the Treasurer should seriously con-
sider the unfairness of spending so much
in beautifying Perth. The goldifields did
not wish to live on the charity of the
State, and certainly not on Perth, nor
did they ever ask for what was not given
to other places. All they desired was a
fair division of Government subsidies.
Until the member for West Perth spoke
it had not been apparent that Perth was
scurvily treated ; nor was it credible
now when we recollected that Perth had
been overpaid by the State about £6,000.
Some hundreds of thousands had been
spent by the Government on Perth,
and the people of this State could not
consider themselves ill-used. In view of
the comparatively little money there was
to spare, the people in the country
districts who had none of the advantages
enjoyed in Perth, and who lived in places

not. so fortunately situated, should some-
times have " the benefit of the doubt."

Mai. TAYLOR supported the item.
Though other goldfields members had
spoken loud and lona against the
atrocities of the Government in lavishing
expenditure on the King's Park, all who
had seen the parks in the Eastern States
would agree with the member for West
Perth that in beautifying this city the
Government had been niggardly. The
Perth Park contained the fine)st drive in
Australia. Only once had he (Mr.
Taylor) driven through, and on the
innumerable occasions when he had
walked through lie had noticed hundreds
of people enjoying the beauties of the
scene. He agreed that the park should
now he taken over by the City Council,
and the State relieved of these grts.
The park would be an everlasting monui-
ment to the inan by whom it was
reserved. The sight of it recalled the
early scenes in the career of Sir Henry
Parkes, who in the New South Wales
Assembly fought against great odds
times out of number to defend the
people's rights to the parks of Sydney,
and who by that more than by any
other effort endeared himself to the
hearts of the people of the mother State.
When we were gone, the people living in
Western Australia would reverence those
who had built that park.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result ;

Ayes
Noes

.. .. 10
22

Majority against .. 12

Ares, Noss.
Mr. Bath Air. Atkins
Air. Foul ces Mr.- Butcher
Mr. Untie3 Mr. Conner
Mr. Holmaen Ur. Daglish
Mr. Hopkins Mr. flisiondl
Mr. Jacoby Mr. flardiner
Mr. Johnson Mr. Haywa:rd
Mr. Nanson 'Mr. James
A]r O'Connor M~r, Kiagstmill
Mr. Thomas (Teller). Mr. McWilams

Mr. Moran
Air. Morgas

Mr.Dso

Mr. Reid
Mr. Stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thronse]]
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Hrighan, (TrUcr).

Amendment thus negatived.
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Item -Wellington Street Reserve,
£500:

MR. HOLMAN: What was the amount
going to be expended on? Sports of
various kinds were held on the Wellington
Street reserve, but there always had been
a charge made when he had been present.
Was the vote going to be spent in fencing
the reserve, or in clearing, or building?

THE PREMIER: The money would~
be spent on grassing the reserve near
Wellington Street, now controlled by the
municipality' . He was not aware of any
charge being made.

MR. IROLAN : Twice he had been
charged; one occasion being that of the
police carnival.

TE PREMIER: The reserve was free
to ratepayers in connection with ordinary
amuseinents. The reserve was just in
front of the East Perth School, and would
be used to a large extent by the scholars
attending there. In addition to that the
reserve was available to people living in a
large area..

Item-Purchase of site for cooking
school, £915 4,%. 7d. :

MR. WALLACE called attention to
this item.

Itemi-Prchase of Albany Lot S 109,
for school purposes, £1,650:;

MR. WALLAOE: How miany acres
were there in that lot?

THE TREAS-URER: The Minister for
Education was not present, otherwise he
could give the information. He thought
it was an extension of the school ground.

MR. HOPKINS also desired infor-
mation on the subject.

THEB MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(who entered the House while the Trea-
surer was speaking) . The Government
boukght this piece of ground because it
adjoined the present school, and the
school was practically without a play -
ground. It had on it a house which
would be used for teacher's quarters, and
the land attached to the house would be
used as a playground for the children.

MR HOPKINs:- What was the area~
THPR MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

said he forgot the area. A careful report
was made by a land valuation officer in
the Public Works Department, and the
Government were assured that the pur-
chase money was no more than they

should have paid, and that they, got the
land cheap.

MR. WALLACE wished to know the
acreage.

Tim TREASURER : The acreague, he
should say, wats about three-quarters of an
acre, roughly. It had on it a very good
villa. The school was feuced in with an
hotel on one side. Even in the present
bad times the price was not exorbitant.
and this. piece of ground afforded a play-
ground to the school and a road out into
the main street without the scholars
having to pass the public-house.

Item-Purchase of land for racecourse,
Northam, £2315:

Mit. HASTIE wished a member of the
Ministry to explain exactly what this
item meant. Until he read the Estimates
he was not awaire that the people of
Northam went in for such at questionable
pastime as horse-racing.

Mn. DiAMOND: The member for the
district was an ardent sportsman.

MR. HASlIE: Perhaps that hon.
member or some other would explain why
Northam was the only place in the coun-
try where the Government purchased a
piece of ground for a racecourse.

Tas;TREASURERt: This sumappeared
on the Estimates as a result of what the
Government considered an obligation
entered into by a Government nearly
four years ago. The people had a promise
from the then Government, giving them
authority to buy a certain piece of ground.
That piece of lan13d was su rveyed and they
were promised £800. It came out £15
more, and practically the matter had been
hung up ever since for that £15. The
people bad improved that portion of the
land and lie believed had shifted the
grandstand, The Government felt that
they had an obligation upon them to
redeem the promise honestly made, and
so far as the people were concerned the
arrangement was honestly carried out.

Item -- Destruction of marsupials,
£-1,000:

MRt. WALLACE:- There was a prohi-
bition line north of here, somewhere about
Moirn, south of which kangaroos were
supposed not to be killed. Kangaroo
shooters lived there, and had lived there
for the last 10, 12, or 14 years, and wer-e
still shooting kangaroos. We had aL
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nunmher of forest rangers provided for in
these Estimates. If it was the intention
of the Government to protect the kan-
garoos, let forest rangers be appointed to
see to this; if not, let themn repeal the
law and allow people to shoot kangaroos
and destroy them. This was one of the
Acts whiv!h, among many others, made
our statute-book a farce.

TaE TREASURER:. This item had
been placed on the Estimates solely owing
to representations made by northern
members, who stated that in some parts
of the Kim berley districts marsupials were
far more plentiful than sheep. As pre-
viously explained, the squatters, while
asking for Government assistance, were
ready to tax themselves.

tei-Governmuent Stores adjustment,
£60,000:

MR. MORAN: This item was of
interest. All through the Estimates,
items altogether fictitious in so far as
actual expenditure was concerned kept
cropping up. He desired to learn from
the Treasurer whether the intention of the
Government was to pay an amount of
£260,000 out of this year's revenue, and
whether it was to be a cash payment? If
it was to be a cash payment, where was
it balanced in the expenditure items ?
Who was to get the money ?

Tiffi TREASURER: N4o sum had ever
been set apart for the Stores account,'
which had always been financed out Of
trust funds or loan funds. Last year
£2128,000 went practically to the credit of
the Stores account, the balance being
borrowed from trust funds in order to
finance the account. When the adjust-
ment tookz place, this £60,000 would have
to be actually paid from revenue to trust
funds.

MIR, MORAN: Where would the Trea-
surer credit the amount P To trust
funds?,

Tim TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber would look at the ordinary balance
sheet, he would see trust funds standing
at £2598,000 odd. The Stores account
had so far been financed partly out of
trusFt funds, and partly out of loan funds.
The £60,000, or whatever the amount
might be, had to be paid bac~k, and it
would be paid out of revenue to the credit
of trust funds.

Mu. MoneANs - Did the amount now
appear in that account?

THE TREASURER: No. The general
balance-sheet showed Government Stores
at £.606,198 on the credit side, whereas
the debit aide showed general sinking
fund, trust funds, and so forth. The
Stores had been financed out of trust
funds to the extent of £123,000. On the
no-confidence debate he had made a
similar statement. for the information of
the member for West Perth (Mr. Moran),
who then had said that he understood
the matter.

Mn. MORAN: The £123,000, of course,
was the Treasurer's corresponding balance.

THE TREASURER:- The balance had to
be brought forward.

MR' MORAN:- Yes; but the Treasurer
showed a start of £128,000 in this rear's
revenue, and the hon. gentlenm had
never had that start.

THEs TREASUnRER- Yes.
Ma. MORAN: Not if the amnount was

represented by Stores. If it were c;alled
a debit, one could understand the matter;
but if it were called a credit the thing
was incomprehensible, because the amount
had to be made up out of some vote.

THE TREASURERn: No. Only the
balance of the £480,000 had to he made
up out of trust f unds. That surplus was
credited as against the Stores.

Ma. MORAN: There must be a loss
somewhere.

THE TREASURER: The amount of
£60,000 would go to redeem a portion of
the £480,000: that was the position. The
£123.000 stood there to credit. We
brought it forward and practically used
it. Moreover the fact must not: be lost
sight of that we should have an asset for
the £123,000.

MR. MORAN:- For the £e60,000.
THE TREASURER: In the circumstances

one might easily have said, for £60,000
odd.

MR. MORNx The itemi inflated the
Estimates.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

This concluded the votes for the
Treasurer's Department.

THE TREASURER said he desired to
thank hou. members for the kind courtesy)
extended to him.

Stores Account.Annual Betimates:
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RAI[LWAY DEPARTMENT (Hon. 0. HI.
Rason, Minister).

STATEMENT ON RAILWAY ADMXNISTRATION,

THE M4INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
I had hoped that before these Estimates
were being discussed the working railways
report would be on the table. I can only
regret that such is not the case. How-
ever, the report is being printed, and
although not ready for presentation
to-day, will I hope be laid on the table
either to-morrow or the day after. The
documnent not being available, I can but
give members briefly a few figures which
will be shown in the report of last year's
working. The total of miles open to
traffic on the 30th June last was 1,553,
made up of 1,859 miles of main line and
194 miles of siding. By way of coi-
parison, I may mention that the total of
wiles opened to traffic for last year wILs
1,355, and for 1890, 188. During last
year we had also under construction the
Goomnalling line of 30 miles, which has
since been handed over to the working
railways, and the Menzies-Leonora line
of 80 miles, which will he handed over
early in January, and the Cue-Nannine
line of 48 miles, which I confidently
expect will be handed over to the working
railways in March or April of next year.
The total expenditure on construction
and equipment at the 30th of June last
was X7,410,426, as against £7,098,239 for
Fist rear, and £833,083 for 1890. Alem-
hers will see, therefore, that in 12 years
this State has built and equipped and
opened for traffic 1,365 miles of railway
at an expenditure of 61 - millions sterling
-a fair record for a young community

such as that of Western Australia. The
total cost per mile open for traffic is
£5,465.

MR. MoRAK: The cost is creeping up
a hit.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS~
it is creeping up a bit. During the year
ended on the 30th June we spent from
loan £8a07,300 and from other sources
£4P,887, or a total of £312,187. The
total earnings were £1,521,429, whilst
the total expenditure was £1,256,370,
leaving a credit balance, after payment of
working expenses, of £265,059. Deduct-
ing from that balance interest on loan
expenditure £234,932, and interest on
expenditure from other soures 17,959,

we have a total deduction of £2562,891,
leaving a net credit balance, after pay-
ment of working expenses and interest
on allI capital expenditu re, of £1 2,10 8.

MR. MoRnAN: How about sinking
fund?; You are not reckoning that.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No sinking fund was provided last year
because a new departure was taken.
Instead of sinking fund being provided
an effort was wade to bring the value of
the asset up to the amount of borrowed
money represented by it. By rebuilding
engines and wagons--

Ma. MORANs: What are the itemsl
THE MINITER FOR RAILWAYS:

I shall give the items directly. If the
value of theL asset be brought up to the
proper standard, surely there is no
absolute necessity for sin~king fund.

MR. MORAN: The same thing might
be said about the Coolgardie Water.
Scheme.

HO-N. F. H. Pissn That is a dif-
ferent proposition;

THE MINISTER FOR RAIL WAYS:
The net profit for last Year was £265,059,
as against £308,784 for the previous
year, and as against a loss of £6,527 in
1890. In that year, 1890, a positive loss
was made.

MB. MORAN: Without interest or
sinking fund ?

Tns MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Without interest or sinking fund. The

*percentage of working expenses to
revenue was 82-58 for last year, as against
77-19 for the year before, and 114-46 in
1890. We ran last year 4,507,919 train
miles, as against 4,126,202 for the pre-
ious year, and as against 284,807 in 1890.
As to rolling-stock, I have a few figures
which will not weary members and may
perhaps interest them. On the 30th Junie
last we had 274 engines, as against 229
the year before, and as against 22 in 1890.
We had 260 passenger co aches and stock,
as against 258 in the Year before, and as
against 28 in 1890. We had 5,285 goods
wagons, as against 4,819 the year before,
and 285 in 1890. Here I may remark
that for- many months past there has
been no comiplaint as to shortage of
wagons.
iMu. MORAN:- But the railway revenue
igoing down.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I shall come to the estimated revenue for

[ASSEMBLY,] Railwaye.
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next year directly. Hon. members will
observe that the percentage of cost is
undoubtedly high. There is no getting
away from the fact that it is higher than
that of any other railway system in Aus-
tralia.

MR. MoRAw: Or in the world.,
TE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Possibly in the world. The percentage
is very high indeed, and I can only
express the hope that it will be found.
possible to reduce work-ing expenses in
the coming year. I shall be greatly sur-
prised, indeed disappointed, if the per-
entage of working expenses to revenue
is not found to be reduced when who-
ever is Minister for Railways bas to
tell his tale of the working of the
systemi for the year now passing. But
I am afraid it will never be possible
to reduce that ratio to the extent to
which it is red uced elsewhere, It certainly
never will be possible while we continue
to pay the wages we pay here. It has
beeni said-and I inake these remarks
because it has been said-that, the rail-
way servants of the State are underpaid.
Well, in genie cases that may be so, but
in the majority of the cases undoubtedly
it is not so; and I wish to compare-I
have worked out. a few figures in this
direction-the rates existing here with
the: rates as existing elsewhere, because
we cannot possibly get away from the
figures I propose to give the Committee
oii this point. Before I give the com-
parison. I should like to give an instance
of one increase only, the fixing of the
eight shillings per day minimum to the
fettiers, which, of course, resulted. in a.
consequent increase of Is. per day to the
gangers and to men in other branches.
That resulted in a direct payment of no
less than £13,740 more last year than
the year before.

MaR. MORAN:; Covering the whole yearP
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: From

the date it was made.
Ma. MORAN:' How much for the year

would that be?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hion. member was in the House when the
increase was made. It would be about
nine months.
MR. 'MORAN: Then it would be about

£20,000 for the year ?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Yes;

roughly.

Ma. F. CoNNoBt: The lion. member
supported the increase.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes;lIdid. I am giving the cost of it. I
want the Committee to know what these
things cost.

Mu. F. Ooxxon: Your judgment was
bad, then F

THE: MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
My judgment was not bad. I thought
the men entitled to it, and I think so
still. I want to compare the wages, paid,
per train mile in other States to what it
costs in wages per train mile here. That
surely is a fair comparison, and perhaps
the best we can possibly get. South Aus-
tralia, ran, for the period of the year,
4,374,492 train miles at a cost of 12-04d.
per train mile for wages; Queensland
ran 5,788,112 train miles at a cost of
8-96d. per train mile; New South Wales
ran 10,768,697 train miles at a cost of
12-76d. per train mile; Victoria ran
ran 11,066,016 train miles at a cost of
9-93d. per train mile; New Zealand ran
4,620,971 train miles at a, cost of 11-91d.
per train mile; while Western Aust ralia
ran 4,507,919 train miles at a cost in
wages of no less than 16-87d. per train
mile.

HTON. F. H. FlmsssE- What was South
Australia?
Tax MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

South Australia, with almost the same
mileage as Western Australia, was
12-04d., and in Queensland. with about
1,000,000 more miles, the cost was 8-96d.
per train mile, j ust half our cost in wages
per train mile. These figures go to some
extent to show, I think, that the railway
servants of this State are not underpaid.
Then there was an increase of £0173,297
over the expenditure in the same period
of the year before, hut that increased
expenditure, to be fair to the department,
is accounted for to some considerable
extent by the reason that. several items
were included againstworking expenditure
in that year which have not usually been
included. For instance, the value of
the stores in hand in excess of the year
before was £2,000; the value of coal
in hand was over £23,000; the value of
material was over £3,600; the cost
of replacing locomotives was £22,900;
the cost oif replacing obsolete wagons
£27,000; and the water to maintain the.
train service, ov~er the expenditure of
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1901, was £42,510; that is to say, there
was more spent in water for the train
service last year than the year before by
£942,510. rThat. is an item that will be
considerably reduced in future thanks
to the Coolgardie Water Scheme. The
item for replacing obsolete wagons,
£27,000, is provided against this year,
but it is to be hoped it will not recur
after this year. With the expenditure of
£27,000 this year, it is to he hoped the
obsolete wagons will be non e'st.

MR. MORAN: It will recur every year.
THEn MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Oh, dear, no; not to that extent. By thec
expenditure of a much smaller atnountof
money, we can keep the wagons up to
the standard. There was spent in repair-
ing carriages and wagons £1.7,611 ; new
boilers, in excess of the previous year,
£14,000; and additional leave given to
men in comparison with the year before
amounted to £8,000. It will be seen,
therefore, that although there was a,
very large expenditure in the locomotive
branch, the high proportion of running
expenses can be distinctly attributed to
the excessive cost of running thatbranch.
In all the other branches of the service
with the exception of interlocking, there
was a slight reduction. For this year
the estimated revenue is £1,600,000, as
against £1,521,429) actual revenue for
last year. The estimated expenditure is
£1,320,316, which will leave a balance of
£279,638 s. 5d. If we deduct from
that thle interest on loans, and the
interest on e-xpenditure from revenue as
apportione~d by the Treasurer to date,
which amnounts to £275,397 Z. Id., we
will have a credit balance on the working
of the railways, after paying all expenses
and after paying all interest and pro-
viding considerable sums for bringing
the railways up to the proper state of
efficiency, of R4.286 Is. 4d. 1 would
point out we have provided £26,350 for
replacing locomotives, £212,000 for re-

sleepering and rebaflasting, £28,351 on
the electrical branch, and £35,000 for
new works and improvements. It has
been said that the railway rates charged
are extortionate, and that they should be
greatly reduced; that the people residing
on the goldfields cannot visit the coast
by reason of the very* high rates which
are charged. The people on the gold-
fields now, to travel to the coast, would

pay but a slight fraction over the single
tare for the double journey. It is at
this period of the year, at holiday time,
an exemption time when the workers on
the fields wish to get to the coast to
enjoy their holiday, that they can travel
at what amounts to only 2s. more than
the sirgle fare for the double journey.
Surely that is a1 reasonable rate; surely
that is not prohibitive. As to the rates
on the carriage of machinery and stores,
I1 c-an only say as we get heavier
engines, and wo are getting heavier
engines that can haul heavier loads, as
we improve our track, and we are im-
proving it, and as we get more railway
stock to deal with the freight tis we arc
doing, so I hope, and I hope with every
d1egree of confidence, that these rates can
he reduced, and still paLy Working ex-
penses, maintenance, and perhaps seine-
thing towards sinking fund. But
although I hope that mnay he done, and
may be done shortly, let no one say-at

*least, if they do say it, they'v annot plead
justification for saving it-that our rates
i re extortionate, because the rates comn-

Ipare favourably with the rates charged
in any of the States that work at a,
considerable advantage to us;, and they
compare favourably to the rates charged
in South A frica. If our rates in a State
like this, where we have to work under
considerable disadvantages, and where
we shall have to work in the future to a
great extent under disadvantages, are
actually no higher and in many cases are'
considerably lower than the rates charged
elsewhere, they cannot be held with any
degree of justice to he extortionate. Be
that as it may, let us get our house in
order.

Mln. F. Con non: It is time.
Tim MlMSTEE. FOR RAILWAYS:

It has taken time. We hope to get
it into order as quickly as possible. I
have pointed ont the only way in which
we can reasonably hope to charge lower
rates, that is to be able to haul bigger
loads at less -expense, or bigger loads
at very little more expense than hau.-
in- smaller loads in the past. If that
can be done-I ask the Committee to
ttcept the assurance it can be done, in
my oPpinion-then it will he possible, I
hope, to reduce these rates. When that

Itime arrives, and I hope it will arrive
quickly, and I speak for the Government,

[ASSEMBLY.) BailwayAr.
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we shall be only too glad to reduce them.
I have given a brief outline of the working
of the past year, anud of what I hope the
working of this year will he. If there is
any other information members of the
Committee require as to particular items,
I shall be only too glad to supply it.

(General discussion ensued on the
Railway Estimates, as follows.]

MR. MORAN: It was truly a dis-
advantage not to have had the report of
the Railway Department - that. most
important of annual reports-laid on the
table. It was most interesting to be
privileged to take pairt in the study of
our national railway system; and con-
sistently to do that from year to year,
memabers should be provided with the
report in question. One could not help
being struck by the Minister's acknow-
ledgement that the day had come when
the railway sinkIing funld had gone by the
lboard--a strange policy to be announced
by the Cabinet of' the present Premier,
who in his policy speech in the Perth
Town Hall had laid it dlown that those
who used the railways must payforthem.
If the railways themselves paid nothing
out of revenue towards sinking fund, by
whom would the sinking fund be pro -
vided ? Evidently by the people of the
State, including those who did not use
the railways; therefore the Premaier had
abandoned his policy of making users of
the railways pay for them, and oue of
the greatest goldfields grievances would
be taken away. In other words, the gold-
fields would pay their share of the Sinking
fund as units in the community, if the
sinking fund were paid not out of earn-
ings but out of general revenue.

MR. THOMAS: The goldfields must still
pay for the loss on the other lines.

ME. MORAN: Deal with the railways
as a whole. He had never subscribed to
the extraoi-dinary doctrine that in any
country each line of railway should be
treated as a distinct enterprise. For
instance, the goldfields reaped the advan-
tage of low rates on the timber lines.

MR. THOMAS: What proportion of the
timber did the fields use ?

MR. MORAN: If the market for the
timber were in other parts of the world,
the State must carry the timber at rates
which would make an export trade pay-
able; else if the trade were lost the

labour mar~ket on the fields would be
glutted. The various interests in the
country could not be separated, being so
intermingled that a policy of conserving
all interests was best for the State.
Members learned with deep regret that
last year the working expenses had in-
creased notwithstanding al the promises
of greatt reforms to be initiated by the
present Commissioner of Railways (Mr.
W. J. George). The Minister had studi-
ously avoided any reference to what
every man in the country- was anxious to
learn-how was the new Commissioner
working ?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS asked
for time to reply.

MR. MORAN said hie would give the
Minister " six mouths without the option "
for appoiniting the Commissioner. It.
would have been natural had the Minister
told the House how the new Commi-
sioner was working and how hie satisfied
the Government.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
question he would answer later.

lMR. MORAN: It seemed the propor-
tion of working expenses to total earnings
had increased to S21, per cent. That
percentage was surely unequalled in the
world, save perhaps in the Northern
Territory, where the railways could not
be described as a system. True, the
Tasmanian railways paid badly, but they
had nothing to carry. Here was a mag-
nificent traffic, the most favourable in
Australia.

Mn. THomAs: And a straight run of
400 miles.

MR. MORAN: An ideal traffic; and he
had hoped this year, under the new Com-
missioner, for a decrease in the proportion
of the cost of working to earnings.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
figures cited were to the 30th June last;
hence no blame could attach to the new
Commissioner.

Mn. MORAN: That was why mem-
bers wished to know whether the per-
centage of expenses to earnings had
since decreased. What was the propor-
tion for the last six months? Of this
the Minister had said nothing, though
expressing the hope that the results next
.year would be the same as lat-a neat
using up of the total earnings to pay
working expenses and interest, but no
sinking fund.
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THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: More
than that.

MR. MORAN: Expenditure on main-
tenance would not give the British
creditor his principal at the end of 40
years. Some public men maintained
that sinking funds for big railway
systems were unnecessary, since the asset
did not depreciate but perhaps increased
in value; but where then was the theory
of the short-lived prosperity of our gold-
fields, the theory that we mutst provide a
sinking fund for the goldields railways
since goldfields prosperity was evanes-
cent ?

MR. THOMAS: The goldfields lines had
long since been paid1 for.

MR. MORAN: If it were not nteces-
sary to provide such sinking fund, why
provide a sinking fund for the Coolgardie
Water Scheme? If it were unnecessary
to retire the capital stink in the railways,
follow the same policy with the water
scheme. Provide ample maintenance
every year to keep the asset in working
order. That could be done as well with
the water scheme as with the railways;
and if the goldfields population would
utilise the railways and make them pay
for generations, then he was right the
other evening when he said it was not
fair to ask the goldfields to pay 3 per
cent. sinking fund on the water scheme.
He bad not been supported by gold-
fields representatives, and the Opposi-
tion never wver supported when they
tried to do anything for the fields.
To-night the Minister argued that it was
unnecessary to make the railways pay
sinking fund. The same argument could
be applied to the water scheme, with the
result that if there were hard times in
Western Australia, as there had been in
the sister States, the next step would to be
drop the sinking fund altogether, to keep
the railway system in perfect order, and
say to the British creditor "There is
your asset.' Then why make the people
who were not using the railways provide
a sinking fund ? The leader of the Op-
position (Mr. Nanson) had stated his
belief that sinking funds were not requisite
for great national works kept up to a
proper standard of efficiency; and many
public men argued that by means of such
sinking funds the country was paying
twice for the works which were main-
tained at their full original value, and

perhaps made more valuable by additions
and improvements. It was asked, " Why
pay for them twice?" There was no
reason, except the laudable object of re-
paying the national debt, having the
railways the actual property of the
country, and owing no man anything.
But the startling proportion of working
expenses to revenue in Western Australia
must cause great uneasiness to members
on both sides of the House, to whom it
must be a common object to bring our
railway system down to something like a
reasonable proportion between working
expenses and earnings. The old Fort est
Ministry did much better than the pre-
sent Government. Some argued that the
present Government were reaping the
whirlwind raised by the mismanagement
of the old Government; but as a fact the
cost of administration had steadily in-
creased tinder the new r,'ginte, and it was
for the new Government to convince the
House that the increase was the fault of
the country or of the system. The Min-
ister had not given any reason for the
increase, save the new item of the cost of
adopting the eight-hours system, which
he alleged accounted for £20,000.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Extras
had been cited amountingtoover.135,000
last year.

MR. MORAN: In that list there was
nothing new save the cost of the eight-
hours concession. Since he had been a
member of Parliament large, amounts had
always beer provided from railway revenue
for the maintenance of rolling-stock and
engines.

MINIsTER :Not out of general
revenue.

MR. MORAN: Yes. And was it the
Forrest Government, the Leake Govern-
ment, or the James Government which
spent that large sum of money out of
revenue in interest on the railways? The
Minister was silent. It was the Forrest
Government. There was nothing new in
the proposal to pursue an honest policy
by making the railways self-supporting.
Of that policy' he (Mr. Moran) had
always been a strenuous advocate, urging
the Government to keep a jealous eye on
loan expenditure as affecting the railways.
We should at all costs show the expendi-
ture on the upkeep of our railways, and
when we added a new piece of railway
Line or something new, say heavier rails,
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we should charge it to loan capital
"ccount. Apart from that we should
show the amount against revenue. if
the revenue would not do it we had to do
it through loan, but it should he debited
all the same against the railways. He
echoed the hope that the Minister would
be able to stop this awful increase in the
working expenses, and that the time
would come when we might expect to
take goods to the goldfields at a lesser
rate than at present. He thought it
possible to make the railways pay at less
rates than those now existing. He was
not satisfied that we could not carry
many things cheaper with good manage-
mnent, hut he was not satisfied that we
had the good management.

MR. THOMAS: There were differential
rates on the coast, therefore the goldfields
must pay the extra rates.

Ma. MORAN: There was no such
thing known in the West Australian
system as coastal rates and goldfields
rates. There wats a rate for distance,
and as long as the world existed and rail-
way systems existed it would be impos-
sible to carry goods 500 miles for the
same price as they were carried one muile.

MR. HOPKINS: Why discriminate
between up and down railway rates?

Ma. MORAN: In New South Wales,
where they had one of the best rail-
way systems in the world, nothing stopped
the Commissioners from creating traffic,
arid if a certain rate would not create
traffic the Commissioners would carry it
at a rate that would. The New South
Wales rate book was full, page after
page, of special rates.

MR. THOMAS: Had we ever yet put
a special rate on for the benefit of
the fields, or had we put a special rate on
against themP

MR. MORAN: There were penal rates
in the old days. He fought against those
rates, and lie did not think that since
that time, penal rates had existed on
the goldfields. To Say that there was a
penal rate on the goldfields railway lines
was to preach a false doctrine.

MR. THOMAS: The goldfields had been
penalised to the extent of over £1,000,000.

MR. M ORAN: The hon. member must
not talk in those wild generalities.

Ma. THOMAS: The full figures were in
No. 7 Hansard.

MR. MORAN: There was no special
rate. There was a differential rate, but
the hon. member must not tell him that
a differential rate was a penal rate in
reference to any section of the community.
There was a differential rate on certain
lines of goods, and that was a. class of
rate which was utilised in every State of
Australia, and would only be abolished
when there was an Tnterstate commission.
The differential rate was in its essence a
form of protection or bonus, and so it
had been used.

HoN. F. H. l'IE5SE: IDid that increase
the cost to the consumers on the fields?

MR. MORAN: No; no more than to
any other persons, except that they hap-
pen~ed to be at increased distances. The
system of differential rates was run to
death in Victoria. He was at one with
the Government in hoping the day would
not be far distant when we should have
reduced our cost of admninistration of the
railways to something like 65 or 70 per
cent, of the earnings, and then the per.
centage would, he supposed, be 10 or 12
per cent. more than it wats in New South
Wales. What was it in New South
Wales, 55 or 56 per cent?

THE TskASuRER: Fifty-two or 53 per
cent.

MR. MORAN: In New South Wales it
had always been below 60 per cent., or
anything over 60 per cent, was a cause
for special inquiry. There ought to be
enough with our traffic to pay decent
wages and pay a bigger percentage of
profit than at present. The cost of water
when we got the great Coolgardlie scheme
would be very much reduced at the rate
of 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons, and it
ought not to be so much. According to
Mr. O'Connor, it would cost X30,000 to
supply 200,000 gallons of water, yet the
Minister proposed to debit the railways
with water at 6s. 6d. per thousand gallons.
Thatt would be a great injustice to the
railways.

Tus MINITER roa. RAILWAYS: Who
said that amount would be charged ? He
never did.

Mu. MORAN appealed to the Com-
mittee if the Minister had not distinctly
laid it down. He (Mr. Moran) would
turn to the hon. gentleman's speech.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the hon. member would do so, )ie
would find that he (Mr. Moran) asked
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him distinctly the price to be charged for
the water for the railways, and be (the
Minister) gave the price at different
places along the line.

MR. MOAN : What were they
TEE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: They

were not six shillings and Sixpence right
through.

MR. MORAN: They were, be believed,
a little over.

Tan MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In one
case five shillings.

MR. MORAN: Another?
Tus MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Six

shillings.
MR. MORAN: Another?
THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Seven

shillings.
M1z MORAN: Taking the average of

six shillings at the central point, he was
not so far out.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
railways would not take the water unless
it would pay them to do so.

MR. MORAN:- Mr. O'Connor's figures
showed that 200,000 gallons would cost
£30,000. The present Government said
they wanted 300,000 gallons.

A MEMiBERt: The three shillings per
thousand gallons was just for hauling.
There were other costs.

NIR. MJORAN: That was the total
cost.

MEMBER: No. Only for hauling.
Mn. MORAN said he did -not know

what other costs there would be, including
tanks and hauling. The daily con-
sumption required in 1896 was 200,000
gallons and it cost the Uoverament,
according to Mr. O'Connor, £30,000 a
year.

Tan MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: HOW
many days ?

M:R. MORAN:- Did it matter whether
it was one day or 365 days? The
engineer was giving the annual charge
for water, and it was it recurring chatrge,
because we had a drought ever 'y year. It
did not matter how much more or how
much less was wanted now. We were
told to expect tremnendous earnings,
£21,600,000, from the railways next
veer-an enormous amount for so small
a community to pay. Of this sumn
£1,920,000 would go in working ex-
penses and £275,000 more in payment
of, interest. Th's we came out with a
paltry balance of about £4,000, which

was just as likely to be under as over
One was glad to learn from the Minisfer

Ithat the statements of leading railway
officials were incorrect. The higher
officials said that the railway revenue was
not keeping up. From personal obser-
vation he could say that the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder railway was not maintaining its
revelnue, being robbed by the tramwayR.
The heavy expenditure on that line had
now proved practically useless. The
Brown Hill loop line was a miserable
failure; indeed, we had the Minister's
statement to that effect, practically.

MR. HoPKxINs:- The Minister had stated
that the working cost was 6s. 6d. per
train mile and the revenue Is. did. per
train mile.

M&. MORA-N; Goldfields members
should bear in mind that at one time the
Brown Hill ioop line was a burning
question,

M.R. JOHssN N As one goldfields
member, he did not remember anything
of the kind.

Ma. MORAN: No man not clever
enough to hide his opposition to that
line had a chance of being returned for
Kalgoorlie. He had helped to throw the
Brown Hill 100o) line out one year, and
lie had been able to explain his action to
the people of Kalgoorlie, who were not

I hard to please if one took them the right
way. Let members bear in mind the
figures supplied by the Chamber of
Mines, concerning the Brown Hill loop
line; ]et them reflect on aill the depu-
tations which urged the construction
of that line. Now, " none so poor
as do it reverence" : it had proved a
blithering failure. Here was another in-
stLance of wasteful expenditure demanded
by the dominant party on the goldfields
and by the goldfields rress. He gave
this as aL reasonably conclusive instance
showing that in the past the goldfields
had led the State into reckless and useless
expenditure to still their clamour. The
railway system was now paying the

I MR. JOHNSON: Was the Brown Hill
loop line the only miserable failure in the
State ? What about the Goomalling
railway ?

MR. MORAN: The Brown Hill loop
line was the only failure which the hon.
member (Mr. Johnson) did not care to
dilate on. An amount of £200,000 had
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been spent on works which would not
pay axle grease.

MR. JOHNSON: Was not the Boulder
line paying ?

MR. ORAN: Certainly not.
MR. BATH: The bon. member was

making a " bloomer."
MR. MORAN: The Boulder line

never had paid.
MR. Hopniws: That was the fault not

of the line, but of the administration.
MR. MORAN: During the inquiry by

the select committee appointed to con-
sider the Kalgoorlie Tramway Bill, be
had asked Mr. John Davies whether it
was not the policy of the department to
oppose the construction of a tramway on
the ground that the railway would be
injured. He received a reply in the nega-
tive. When the Tramway Bill was
passed, he urged and entreated that the
expenditure on elaborate railway stations
at~every corner from Kalgoorlie to Boulder
should at any rate be stopped.

MR. JOHNSON: The hou. menmberlknew
that the goldfields people had opposed
the tramway concession.

ME. MORAN: Nothing of the kind.
A referendum had declared for it.

Ms. BATH: A referendum of rate-
payers.

MR. JOHNSON: A referendum of the
people had declared against it.

MR. MORAN: Nothing of the kind.
MR. HOrsINS: The hon. member (Mr.

Moran) was quite mistaken.
THE COLONIAL SCETAItY: What

about the public meetings held at Kal-
goorlie P

Mn. MORAN: The mueeting engineered
b Y the member for Boulder was not the
one he had in mind. He wished to ask
the Premier whether the promise made
by four Governments for the construction
of the Jandakot railway would be kept ?
That railway was admitted by al1 parties
to be necessary. Its construction would
greatly cheapen the cost of adminstering
the whole railway system, would prevent
the haulage of much heavy traffic through
the congested yards of Perth, would open
up a settled agricultural area, would pro-
vide for the unemployed, and tide the
State over a period which badly needed
tiding over, since the sudden cessation of
heavy loan expenditure was bad policy-
things ought to taper' down gradually.
The Jandakot railway bad greater claims

than any other proposed public work in
Western Australia. That railway bad
been Strongly supported by the Throssell
Administration, and if that Administra-
tion had remained in power the line
would have been built by this time. For
another thing, the reticulation of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder would have been in
progress now. It was to be hoped that
the Premier would keep the promise
publicly given to make inquiry' as to the
amount of traffic likely to be carried hr
the line, as to the saving to the whole
system, and as to the relief which would
b;e afforded to the congested yards of
Perth.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The timber
combine had killed all that. The combine
existed-

MR. TEESDALE SUITS: For the benefit
of the State.

Ma. MORAN: Timber combine oriio
timber combine, the case for the Jandakot
railway was absolutely unanswerable.
White a work supported by four Govern-
ments was neglected, a surprisewas sprung
on the country, the statutes were violated,
and the system of parliamentary govern-
mnent was absolutely contravened by the
secret 1 )Urehase of land tA, the value of
£6Q,0ou, which amount would have built
the JandAkot railwayv twice over. The
Government had flown in the face of the
sturdy and loyal support accorded to
them by the Fremantle members. The
Rocky Bay scheme was Years ahead of its
tilne; if, indeed, it was advisable at all.
That amount of £60,000 would have
built aind equipped the Jandakot railway.
The Government, however, had broken
out in a f mesh place, had danced on the
Auditor General, had flouted Parliament,
and had aduministered a slap in the face
to their supporters. No doubt, before the
discussion closed, the Minister for Rail-
ways would make a statement with
reference to the Jandakot railway and
also with reference to the new Com-
missioner of Railways. The Minister
ought to give at deliberate expression of
opinion on behalf of the Government as
to whether the new Commissioner after
six months of office-whichi term afforded
a very fair trial-was shaping well. It
was idle to say that there was now no
grumbling about the railway system:
theme was much grumbling in thle country
districts, where people could not get
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trucks as they wanted them. He had
frequently travelled of late to York, and
on every occasion the train had been de-
layed by a box running hot. On the
Eastern line, hot boxes were also the
order of the day. This circumnstance lent
some colour to the rumours that things
were not as they' ought to be in the loco-
motive branch, and that its head was not
all he was painted. Certainly, the loco-
motive branch was costing a tremendous
amount of money. H1e believed that there
was too much timber about the top of the
department, which badly needed pruning.
From author-itative sources lie gathered
that the higher branches of the service
were overmanned-that there was gross
overmanning from Bunhury to Geraldton
and from Fremnantle to Southern Cross.
He wanted to know if that was true.
Something was wrong with the loco-
motive branch ; it was Costing a great
deal too much to administer. Prom the
head to the bottom there was inefficiency;
at any rate, there was a plethora of
officials who were not required. He
hoped the Minister would dto sonmepruning
in high places. There was nothing in the
items which called for special mention.
Details sank into insignificance in a
department that was going to earn
£1,600,000 of revenue during the next
year. Let members hope that the
Mdinister's expectations would be realised,
and that the new Commissioner would be
a success. It was also to be hoped that
the goldfields would get lower rates.
Let the railways be placed in an efficient
state, properly equipped, and the whole
system put on a proper basis, and he
would not be one to grumble about the
sinking fund. The first thing should be
satisfaction to the general public. If
such a policy as held good in New South

Wlswas started here, making traffic on
the back journey, then there would be a
good time in store, and he would be the
first to congratulate the Minister on
achieving a position which we all hoped
was not far off.

MR. HOLMAN: On the Murcbison at
the present time, owing to the scarcity of
timber, firewood had to be hauled 200 or
300 miles, which made it an expensive
item for the mines. If the freights were
reduced, it would mean a. great increase
in the amount of timber hauled over the
railways It would also mean a large

amount of work in the district. Many
new mines would be opened up which
could not be worked at the present time
because of the expense of obtaining timber.
There would also be an advantage in cut-
ting the timber. If a little loss was made
on the railways, still there would be con-
siderable benefit to the country generally.
There was another question which should
receive consideration, the freight on gold
from the fields. At the present time it
cost 8s. 6d. to send 100 ounces from Cue
to Perth. That meant on the amount of
gold sent from Cue per month in one
compartment, with two first-class fares,
£2100, which was a big tax on the output
of gold for one district. We had heard
a great dea about hot boxes. He had
been on the trains several times when the
boxes had run hot. Something must be6
radically wrong when such was the case.
When questions were asked about these
matters, members should not be put off,
but given direct answers. He hoped the
Minister would find out where the fault
lay, and that the matter would be reme-
died. As to the goldfields railways, it
was found the employees of the railways
on the fields were paid a lower rate
than those in other parts of the State.
The same rate of wages should be
paid to the temporary employees on
the fields as that paid to employees
in other parts of the State. The Gov-
ernment should extend their progressive
policy to the fields, and allow the people
to get their stuff through at a reasonable
rate; it would benefit the whole of
Western Australia, and keep up the
wages. Ministers would have an oppor-
tunity during recess of travelling over
the Les, and seeing if what members
said was correct.

HON. F. H. PlESSE: In the appar-
ently limp condition of the Committee, it
was not likely that long speeches would
be acceptable, and from the example set
by the Minister to-night in placing before
the Committee the particulars as to the
railway concerns in a brief manner, it was
evidently not the desire of the Committee
to deal very' fully with this important
departmeint. The Minister had given a
statement, which probably it would have
been better to have allowed to remain for
a day or so, so that members could look
into the figures more closely and deal
more exhaustively with them. The rail-
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way budget,' year after year, had been
one of the most important statements
made to members. In the past the expen-
diture bad been considerable, and the
Minister bad placed before the country
the exact position of affairs. The Min-
ister for Railways had placed before memi-
hers in a brief way the condition of the
railways, which showed no improvement
in working expenses. It bad been proved
that the expenses were higher than else-
where, but the Minister did not explain
that these figures referred to the year
ending on the B0th June last; therefore,
the new management, from which so
much was expected, had not had an
opportunity of carrying any reforms into
effect. If members referred to the reports
for the year 1900, they would see that the
expenses were then being brought down
considerably, and that there was a pros-
pect of the expenses being farther reduced.
The year in which he (Hon. F. H. Piesse)
relinquished office, the expenses had been
brought down something like 8 per cent.
Since then the expenses had continued to
rise, and were still rising. It was to he
hoped with the new management a better
result would be obtained. He agreed
there were abnormal expenses in connec-
tion with our system that did not obtain
in other States. The question of wages
was one that had caused a great increase
in the expenditure, and the Minister had
placed before members a comparison of
the cost, showing how high the rate was
in Western Australia compared with what
was paid in the other States. The cost
was double that of Queensland, but there
were certain causes for the high expendi-
ture.. There was the heavy cost of fuel,
and the abnormal water rates, which had
admittedly caused the expenses to go up.
But that was not the cause altogether.
The great cause had been the want
of locomotives. If the department had
had good engines in proper repair to
haul the traffic on an economical basis,
we should have seen a better result this
year. Two years ago, when members
were talking about this matter, it was
mentioned that the rolling-stock was not
sufficient fot the requirements of the
country. The Government had ordered
sufficient rolling-stock to carry on the
business, and he said, when an enor-
mous vote was being passed last year,
that there was then sufficient rolling-

stock ordered to meet the requirements
of the country. The Minister had
pointed out that there was now no
complaint as to the shortage of wagons.
By the time all the stock which was
ordered was landed in this country it
would be found there was more than
sufficienit rolling-stock for c~trrying on
the work of the country. A warning
note had been struick by the member
for West Perth in regard to lessening
the income. He believed there would
be a falliiig off in the income. The
port of Fremantle indicated the depression
which was coming. There was a falling
off in shipping, which meant a great
reduction in imports. There would not
be so much to car-ry on the railways as
bad been the case in the past. The
internal traffic was increasing largely,
but that from abroad was decreasing.
We had to look at the high expenses
incurred in connection with the railways,
and when we compared these with the
earnings we should find the difference
between the expenditure and the income
was not so great as the Minister expected.
He hoped the Minister would econonmise
farther in the working, and reduce the
expenditure in that direction, hut the
Government must be prepared to ex-
pect a falling off in the revenue during
the remaining portion of the year. One
reason why the cost of working was so
high was to be found in the number of
crossing stations which we had on the
railways between Bellevue and Kalgoorlie.
Between Bellevue and Northam the cross-
ing stations had been increased, the
distance between each being about four
miles. Although this facilitated the
traffic getting through at a higher cost
than should be the case, there were the
necessary appointments and the increased
staff in connection with tbese crossing
stations. It had been necessary to provide
them on the goldfields lines, but now the
sooner they were dispensed with the
better. The only way to reduce the
expenditure as soon as possible was to
duplicate the line through to Kalgoorlie.
It would be mioney* well spent by provid-
ing an extra line. It would not cost so
much as might be anticipated, because
already there were the gmeans of putting
the line down cheaply, forwe had a double
line in many places and the work of
duplication could be carried out much
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cheaper than bad been the case in the
past. Although the Government of
which he was a member was responsible
for relayiug the line, he had to admit a
mistake was made in. that wvork. It
would have been better not to have relaid
the line, but to have put down another
set of rails, using the 'heavier hune for the
up traffic, and the lighter liue for the
down traffic. The work of relaying
was done to allow the heavy engines
to pass over the lines and carry the
greater traffic to Kalgoorlie,, but had
we duplicated that line instead of re-
peating so many stations, the prime cost
would have been much less and the
expenses considerably reduced, The
water difficulty was evidently at an end.
Water had cost on the average about 6s.
a thousand gallons; and the price should
be reduced one half. But it was not
likely the railways would use the water
from the Government pipe-line if there
was sufficient in the reservoirs. Every-
thingz depended on the seasons; and
indications of a good supply this year
were favourable. If the schemne water
were used by the railways, it should not
be charged for at the price mentioned. A
member interjected to-night as to the
cost of the Great Southern Railway,
stating that the expenses were 11.5 per
cent. of the earnings. There was a de-
cided improvement in the income, about
£C5,000 extra having been received last
year ; and it, must be remembered that
tht- capital cost of the line was in excess
of its value. At the time of the purchase
the Railway Department was debited
with £800,000 for 243 miles of line.
Thus the undertaking was over-capi-
talised, because its prune cost to the
company was only £640,000. The Rail-
way Department should not have been
debited with the full cost, for a consider-
able portion should have been charged
to lands purchased with the railway, and
the interest payable by this railway
should have been on £2600,000 instead
of £800,000. The mnembher for North
Murchison hoped a farther increase of
wages would be granted. With every
desire to see the worlkman well paid,
he (Mr. Piesse) thought we should
pause for a time. The wage paid was
reasonable and represented a good living
rate. See how the lines were likelv to
pay before promising farther increases.

He jointed with the member for West,
Perth in hoping that the future of
the department would he satisfactory.
Much depended on the results for the
next six mnonths. Doubtless a strong
attempt would be made to economnise;
but do not economise at the expense of
the country. There was much develop-
mental work to be done; and as to gold-
fields rates they were no more burden-
some to the fields than the similar rates
charged to agricultural centres. Freights
was no cheaper to the agricultural centres
thian to the fields. Each section of the
community paid its share. Some of the
rates were high; they needed re-classifi-
cation; but on the whole they were
satisfactor v, and if we considered the
services performed under such trying
conditions, it would. he allowed we wvere
not paying too mtuch for those services,
except as to some items which might be
placed in another schedule for the ad van-
tage of people residing far inland. He
hoped the Minister's predictions would
be borne out by experience.

MxR. ATKINS supplemented the re-
marks of the last sp-akter as to duplica-
tion. In this direction the department
should act as soon as possible; because
in addition to the expense of the crossing
stations, there was enormous less of wages
caused by goods trains wvaiting at the
crossings. The road was kept clear for
passenger trains; and the goods trains
were long delayed for that and other
reasons. For nearlyv two months when
he was watching the work of the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme he had an oppor-
tunity of inspecting the railway work;
and no one who had not seen it would
believe the amount of timle lost by engine-
drivers, firemen, and guards. At least
25 per cent. of the wages paid these men
was paid them for waiting at stations.
[M-x. DTAMOND: More.] 'More would be
saved by duplicating the line than by
any other means which could be adopted.
Su~pposing the men were being too
highly paid-and in mauy cases it
dlid not appear they were-aL reduc-
tion would effect only a small saving;
but the tremendous loss of time could
with great profit be avoided. There
was trouble as to repairers' wagecs. The
men should he given good wages and
made to do more work. The repairers on
the railways of this and almost every
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other State did not do as Much as they
should. Any contractor would take in
hand our State railways, pay as good or
better wages than the Government paid,
and make a greater profit, because he
would have fewer men and do more work.
Until a businesslike system was adopted
the cost of the railways would never be
materially reduced.

MR. DIA-MOND congratulated the
last two speakers. Without duplication
it would he impossible to reduce the rail-
way expenses. At present a freight train
took from three to 11 days to get to the
goldfields. Recently one of his largest
customers had reported to him that. his
machinery arrived at Coolgardie 11 days
after it bad been despatched from Fre-
mantle. It did not require a man of
genius to see that if we had to pay an
engine-driver and stoker and other neces-
sary attendants 4 up to 10 or 11 days'
wages, instead of one day's wages, to
take a train through-

Mn. HOPKINS: That was absurd; a
man could walk it in that time.

MR. I)IAMOND1T: Practical men knew
that on our railways, instead of a freight
train taking 24 hours or under, it took
up to 9, 10, and 12 days sometimes. He
did not say that was a, general rule, but
such things occurred. Not only must
this line be duplicated, but it must also
be regraded. He was not talking about
the grade in the hills, because he did not
think that could bie very seriously inter-
fered with. He was given to understand,
however, by experts that the cost of haul-
age-that was the cost of engine power-
after we left Northain was increased
from 20 to 25 per cent. upon what was
up-hill and down dale country, but what
ought to be level country. These remarks
were the result of his personal experience
and knowledge. If the line were dupli-
cated, the cost of working would be
decreased to such an enormous extent
that, we should be able to reduce the rates
of carriage on the goldfields. That was

the ai and oject which should be i
front of all members of. the House,
because at present the rates were very
much too high. The rates were not
higher than was justified by the cost of
working at the present time, but the cost
of working mnust be reduced. It took, at
any rate, three or four days for a. freight
train to get through. Not only were

wages uselessly wasted, but we were
wasting water and coal. There should be
a duplication of the liue to the goldfields,
at any rate as far as R~algoorlie. By
being able to reduce rates we should be
able to do away to a very large textent
with the present discontent on the gold-
fields, and that. should be our aim. and
object.

Ma. F. REID: The member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) gave us an amount of
ancient history. The hon. member de-
manded from the Minister for Railwayvs
(Hon. H. 0. Rason) his opinion as to
whether the Commissioner had been a

i success or uot. One thought it was hardly
fair at this early date to ask whether the
Commissioner had been a success or not.
It was altogether unfair and unjust. Mr.
Eddy was brought out by, the New South
Wa les 0-ove rni1nent, and h e was there two
years before his qualifications were called
into question at all, before the Ministry
of the day were asked whether he had
ben a success or not; and it had been
admitted all over Australia that Mr. Eddy
was the greatest railway expert that was
ever brought out to Australia. Here
was aI rnetber who put a question as to
whether the Commissioner had been a
success or not almost in. six months'
time. It was unfair to the Gove'rn-
ment, to the country, and above
all to the Commissioner himself. Let
the man have a fair show, let him have
timae so that lie could demonstrate to the
people whether he was at success or not.
If he proved a success, he (Mdr. Reid) for
one would give him credit for all the
good work he had been able to do. If
the Commissioner did not prove a success
he would be one of the first to turn
round to the Government of the day
and say they were not doing their
duty if they did not get i-id of
that gentleman as speedily as possible.
The hot-box trouble had been referred
to. Though not a railway expert, he
desired to tender the Minister for Rail-
ways seine practical, comimon-sense advice.
When a, box ran hot on the Eastern
Goldfields; line the present practice was to
stop at an overhead taLnk, to station one
man himself bcside the tap, to place a
second man midway between tan k and car-
riage, and at third man by the hot box,
buckets of water being passed by the
first man to the second, and by the
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second to the third. This cumbrous and
tedious system of cooling, hut boxes9 could
be done away with if each train carried a,
length of hose sufficient to reach from
the tank to the carriage: then ade-
quate water pressure could be brought to
hear to cool the box in a minute or two.
The member for South Fremantle (Mr.Diamnond' had heartily applauded the
proposal to duplicate the Eastern Gold-
fields line. At present, duplication was,
in his opinion, altogether unnecessary.
A practical 'Dan had informed him that
when the railway was relaid it ought also
to have been regraded. The present
grades wvere too steep, and prevented the
department from giving the engines such
loads as they could otherwise haul.
Though various members had elamoured
for reduction ina the railway expenditure,
he, nevertheless, felt constrained to ask
the Minister to consider the propriety of
increasing the pay of night officers.
During the last few months, many em-
ployees of this class had worked not
eight hours, but 12 hours per day. Sun-
days included, which meant 84 hours per
week. Though it mnight be urged that
the work was not hard, the fact remained
that these officers were on duty for ex-
tremely longr hours. He had been
informed that to grant the night officers
an increaseoE £30 per annum involved
an additional charge of £24,000 on work-
ing expenses ; but even if that were so,
was it not better that the money should
be paid by the people as a whiole than
that a body of men performing arduous
duties, frequently in utterl 'y isolated
localities, should be deprived of it? Rie
hoped the Minister would give this matter
his favouraible consideration.

Da. O'CONNOR: One would be glad
to know what were the infentions of
the Government with regard to the Mid-
land Railwayv and its concession. On
questioning the late Premier, Mr. Leake,
as to why a certain obligation on the part
of the company with reference to the
introduction of settlers had not been
carried out, he had been informed that
the time for raising the point had passed
by. Being privately referred to a high
officer of the State, he had been given to
understand that the Immigration Restric-
tion Act prevented the discharge of the
obligation. He had asked the present
Premitir a question on the subject on the

14th October last, [Questionand answer
read, vide page 1,549, ante.] Clause 45of
the agreement said-

The contractor will procure the in troduction.
into the colony from Europe within seven
years from the date of this contract of 5,000
adults of European extraction. Children of
12 years of age to count as an. adult, under that
age as half an adult; that is two children
under 12 being reckoned as one adult The
immigrants to be selected and approved in
such a manner as may be mutually agreed
npon'by the Government and the contractor;
but the number of immigrants to be intro-
duced in any one year to be specially arranged
between the Government and the contractor.
One would be gld to know the exact
position in which the matter stood.
Clause 89 of the agreement provided
that-

The contractor shall, if required by the
Commissioner in writing so to do, increase the
number of trains, but so that number shall not
exceed 12 trains per week,...

This meant the running (if 12 trains each
way, whilst at present only six trains
were being run. each way. The company
ought to be compelled to run 12 train~s
each way. It was to be hoped the
Minister would see that the company in-
creased the number of trains run. There
was one other section of the agreement
he would like to be clear about. Section
81 said-.

If either the Government or the contractor
shall after the completion of the railway.
desire the laying down of a second line of
rails upon tbe Eastern railway between Guild-
ford and Fremantle notice in writing to the
other party shall be given of such desire and
the construction thereof shall be commenced
by the contractor within three months, and be
completed within 18 months after such notice
upon the following terms, that is to say.--the
said line shall be constructed by the contractor
at his own expeLnse, according to plans and
specifications approved by the Commissioner,
and upon completion of the said line the
Government shall pay to the contractor the
actual cost of all rails, sleepers, bolts and
plates required and used in and for such con-
struction. The said line shall be the property
of and worked by the Government.
The Government could have compelled
the company to build a line between the
company's railway and Helena Vale.
Why did not the Government compel the
Midland Company to carry out their con-
tract in this respect? A short time ago a,
question was put to the Premier as to
whether the Midland Railway Company
constructed or paid for the construction
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of a duplicate line between Guildford and
Fremnantle, less the cost of rails, sleepers,
bolts, and plates, as. provided by Section
81 of the 1886 agreement. The Premier
agreed that for the construction of the
line te company would have been enh-
tidled to certain land concessions, and it
was thought that the work would have
been far more valuable to the company
than to the State, therefore the work was
not insisted upon. Who was responsible
for the Midland Company not carrying
out their contract in this respect ? The
Midland Oompany were charging more
for second-class passenger fares than was
charged on the Government lines, and
they also charged a higher rate for the
carriage of sandalwood than the Govern-
ment did. It would be well for the
Govern wient to consider the advisability
of muaking a survey of a line between
Newcastle and Mount Barker, which
would save 200 or 300 miles, and would
bring the Midland Company to terms.

MR. HOPKINS: The railway rates
were a scient-ific problem which members
of the Committee could not discuss satis-
factorily vow. There were still the pre-
ferential1 railway rates in the country, and
he entered his protest year in and year
out against these rates. He called them
preferential rates, because they were
framed in the interest of one class of the
community. While 36s. was charged
for local produce, 82s. was charged for
imported produce; if local produce could
be carried for 36s, why should not im-
ported produce be carried for the same
rate? It had been pointed out that the
railway stations were too close together.
The matter was brought up last session
by himself.- There were railway stations
in places people did niot go to or from, and
where goods were not despatched to.
These stations were situated five or six
miles apart. Heavy engines had been
brought into this conntry, but there was
the same expenditure of money and nO
advantage given to the people -in. the
interior. The duplication of 400 miles
of line bad been strongly and seriously
advocated, but be could not support any
proposal to duplicate the Eastern Gold-
fields line. It was not more than 200
miles to 'Esperance fromi the goldfields,
and Esperance was to the Eastern Gold-
fields what Geraldton -was to the Mur-
chison Goldfields. In time to comre

peopl. would go from the Eastern Gold-
fields to Esperance. There was a system
of contractors' rates. in existence att the
present time, and when the Midland
railway was purchased there would be
these exorbitant contractors' rates. It
these rates applied to the goldfields, why
should they not appl 'y to the other por-
tions of the State.

MR. MOiRAN: They did on the Great
Southern railway for about 17 Years.

Mn. HOPKINS: The Eastern Gold-
fields railway had been robbed of its
profits by the faking of the accounts
whereby the whole of the traffic over the
line fromn Fremantle to Northams was
credited to one section, and the traffic
from Northarn to the goldfields was
credited to another section. There was
no reason why the people who lived in
the interior should yield sufficient profit
on the goldfields line to payv the losses on
other railway lines, and to find sufficient
interest and sinking fund for the whole
of the lines in the State. It was not
an equitable system. Reference had
been made to the Brown Hill loop line,
and we had the assertion of the Minister
that it cost 6s. per train mile to earn
Is. 6d. per train wile. He bad always
given his opposition to that line, hut a
large amount of wire-pulling was in-
dulged in to get the line constructed.
Then it was said the Boulder railway had
never paid and did not pay. If it did
not pay when the charge was Is. return
for a journey for which the present-day
charge was 8.d, that was a fair indication.
that the departmental officers were abso-
lutely ignorant ot thtlir business, and LL
glorious example of their incapacity.
There was now a 3d. return falre between
Kalgoorlie and Boulder, and not 5 per
cent. of the public knew of the eircuin
stance. Only the other day a leading
bank manager and three other men missed
the train. They went by tram at a cost
of is. each, and only by accident dis-
covered that the railway return fare was
3d. The miember for West Perth had
said that Boulder people had criled out
for island platforms and subways. That
was incorrect. John Davies had forced
those luxuries on the people of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder because hie had seen such1platforms in London. As to the subway.
the Goveirnment sold over £70,000 worth
of land in the town, and drew about
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£2,000 a year f rom the place now. In
addition, they had the revenue from a, big
population; and by the railway they had
cut the town off from the mines, its
sole subsistence. Then the Boulder
people rightlyl demuanded that they should
have their communication restored. John
Davies had, in the meantime, provided
for a subway, for which. the original esti-
mate was £20,000, afterwards altered to
£13,000. When the late Premier (Mr.
Leake) visited Boulder, he said the sub-
way must stop. Stup it did; and it haod
been stopped ever since. The principal
freights ranged at present from £5 to £7
10B. per- ton between Fremantle and Kit-
goorlie. Communication with Esperance
would reduce them to three-fifths,
costing the people about £60 where
they now patid £100. For years he had
advocated the Esperance railway, scarcely
ever speaking in the House or on the
fields without some reference to it. Mem-
bers had referred to some imp rovements on
the Boulder line; but the same anomalies
existed on the Bridgetown railway, where
there were buildings occupied by ghosts
or by goats. On the Cue line, at places
like Lake Austin, there were three or four
sets of rails at every station, and big
empty goods sheds, where a truc~k was
kicked in at one end and shot out at the
other-glorious examples of the policy
followed by previous Governments and of
their wanton extravagance in railway
construction.

au. MosAu: Sops to the goldfields.
Mu. HOPKINS: And to other con-

stituencies also. Unfortunately the sops
had been given indiscriminately, without
much thought of ultimate results.

19R. JOHNSON: Much had been said
on the general administration; and all
realised that somnething must be done,
and quickly, to improve the condition of
the railways. Members advocated the
duplication of the goldfields line; yet we
found that railway was Dot up to date.
There were many pressing wants other
than duplication, such as the accommoda-
tion at the Kalgoorlie station, probably
the second in importance in the State.
There was absolutely no shade over the
platforms; and for some time there had
been a public outcry. In the winter
passengers were soaked with rain, and in
the summer overcome by heat. Where
the shade diO exist trains neither stopped

nor started. Again and again the
necessity for refreshment rooms on gold-
fields lines had been brought under
Ministerial notice, but without avail.
Years must elapse before refreshment cars
were provided; and in the meantime the
Minister ought definitely to) announce
that he would establish a refreshment
room at Kalgoorlie, and, supply some sort
of shade for th e people compelled to travel
by the express. The Minister should
state exactly what he intended to do for
the unfortunate night officers, who were

iworking 12 hours at day 13 days a
fortnight for about 7*d. ant hour. It
was understood the Ministr promised
to do something for these officers,
and when their condition was improved
they wouldi be absolutely in a. better
position than the officers-in-charge. The
officer in charge was equallyv on as
bad a footing as the night officers.
He hoped the Minister would realise that
not only the night officer wanted his
salary increased and his hours lessened,
but also the officers in charge at the gold-
fields centres - Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
and those places. The night officer had
received an increase or had been promised
an increase, but he (Mr. Johnson) did
not know whether he had received it;
and the increase would put him in a
better position tILHn the officer-in-c.harge.
Say the night officer received an increase
whiich would bring his salary up to £150
a year, that would entitle him to £30
for goldfields allowance. The officer-in-
charge did not receive £150, and because
he did not receive thatt, lie was entitled
to only £220 allowance. Both officers
should receive the samne amount. Asto the
Brown Hill loop line we all realised that
the question of building that line was not
properly considered by the Government.
This Government did not build it, and
was not responsible for that line. The
line was started just before the last
general election. The traffic on the line
would improve every day. Though it
had not been a, paying concern in the past
it was quite possible it could be made a
paying concern in thefuture, if the Govern-
mentwouidrun trains at convenient hours.
At present the trains were not run on
the Brown Hill loop line to suit the shifts.
We should not get passenger traffic unless
we ran the trains to suit the public, and
at present mien were walking to their
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woirk instead of going by train, owing to I
the fact that there was no train eon-
venient for them.

Mst. JACOBI : A difficulty was some-
times experienced in getting small rail-
way facilities owing to the fact that the
department would insist upon the
standard station. There were many casesI
where we might long ago have had
facilities on the Eastern railways if the
department had not been so particular to
put up such elaborate contrivances as
they did. Where there was a fairly
decent traffic, which perhaps would not
warrant such a large expenditure as was I
required for the standard station, some
contrivance might be adopted. There
was an instance in the case of the Green-.
mount platform, in the constituency of
the Mfinister, where they had for years to
put up with the inconvenience of traffic
having to stand aside at the station,
whereas facilities for the gathbering of
goods and the landing of passengers
-night have been afforded at small
expense, if the Government had not stuck
so rigidly to the system of standard
stations. He thought the departmentI
failed admittedl y in connection with the';
holiday traffic. The department showed
a great want of enterprise. Regarding
the trouble which occurred the other day
not only in connection -with the Goose-
berry Hill show, but the Royal Agricul-
tural show, he asked questions with the
object of discovering where the fault lay,
whether it was through the wanC of roll-
ing- stock. He was told that 1,237 adults
and 200 children travelled on the Goose-
berry THil line, a.nd that number was far
in excess of what could have been antici-
pated. He was not altogether referring
to the Gooseberry Hill train. He wanted
to know why we were not able to carry
people to the. Agricultural Show and also
to the racecourse P Everybody suffered
inconvenience on every holiday, and if
the trouble was through the want of roll-
ing-stock the dlepartment might honestly
say so, then we should know what to
expect-that until we had more rolling-
stock we might have to look for things
of this description. He thought also that
it was a great mistake, knowing they
would have capacity to carry only a
certain number of passengers, to sell
three or four times that number of
tickets as happened in the ease of the

Gooseberry Hill show, where some peopIl
bought tickets and could not travel. The
department had three trains in use,
whereas two would have been sufficient
in connection with the Gooseberry Hill
show if the department had taken the
trouble to look into the matter at all.
There was a crossing place half-way
at Statham's Quarry, and the grade
was one in ninety. If the department
had worked two trains and had used that
as a crossing place, there would have
been no difficlty with the traffic, and
they could have carried five or six thou-
sand people in ease and comfort. It was
in connection with these small things
that we had enormous trouble. The
success of that line would depend upon
the passenger traffic, and there would
be enormous passenger traffic if the
department would cope with it. He
desired to impress strongly on the
Minister the necessity for making bet ter-
arrangements and offering greater induce-
ments for holiday traffic. The Commis-
sioner had refused to run a special train
for the recent Kelruscott Show, on the
ground that to do so would cost £8,
whilst only £6 or £6 might be derived in
fares. The Minister had kindly ordered
the train to be run, with the result that a
handsome profit was earned by the
department. Private individuals would
gladly risk the loss of £65 or £6 in order
to encourage traffic. If the department
ran excursion trains to Muudaring Weir,
instead of hiring sunch trains to societies,
a profit of £20 or £C30 per tr~ip would
accrue to the State. The inadequacy of
the facilities for holiday traffic disparaged
the department in the eyes of the public.

Mu. HA STIR hoped the Minister was
fully impressed with the general wicked-
ness of our system of railway management.
Every member so far had seen occasion
for much fault-finding, and had made out
an excellent case. The system obtaining
here appeared to sta rid in great need of
change, but the likelihood of benefit
resulting from any change so far proposed
was not great. One could only hope for
improvement with the progress of time.
He had risen principally to express the
feeling of surprise which overcame him
on witnessing the light-hearted manner
in which various members had proposed
the duplication of the Eastcrn Goldfields
Railway. It should be borne in wind
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that the proposal was really not for
duplication, but, in view of the probable
construction. of the transcontinental rail-
way, for triplication. If the transcon-
tinental railway was to be built the
Federal Government would ask this State
to lay a line of 4 feet 8-,' inches gauge
from 'the goldfields to Fremantle. 'Hon.
members ought to consider whether three
lines were wanted instead of one. The
present railway, properly fixed up, would
suffice for some considerable time yet.

MX. STONE: The Minister must bear
in mind thenecessity for waking ends meet.
Our railways represenited.£9,000,000 ster-
ling, and the first consideration ought to
be payment of working expenses, interiest,
,and sinking fund, as otherwise the rail-
ways were valueless. Probably a had
tine was before this State. Let us re-
membter that we had to find three-quarters
of a million every year for payment of
interest. The service on the Midland
railway was most unsatisfactory. Trains
left A six o'clock in the morning and
arrived at one o'clock at night, both most
inionvenient hours. The Minister should
endleavour to arrange for trains to leave
in the afternoon, and to arrive at their
destination at eight or nine o'clock in thle
morning. This alteration would really
involve no more nighit work. Th~e
northern districts of the State bad suf-
fered it good deal from want of water,
and various bores had recently been put
down by the Governmient. *In one
instance a good supply had been struck
on what was believed to be a reserve; but
fhe discovery had just beenz ma de that the
land belonged to a private individual.
In this matter undoubtedly someone
had blundered. The provision for lava-
tory cars on the Midland line was a
step in the right direction, which he
hoped would be followed by one effect-
ing, anl alteration in the tim6 table.
There was an ahuse in regard to thie sale
of return tickets. People going long
jourtneys and not returning for sonic time
purchased return tickets and sold them
to friends. In this waly the Railway
Department was cheated. Fares should
be reduced and return tickets done away
with. During the recess the Govern-
meut might make a trial survey of a line
between Magnet and Trawlers, so that
members would know what the probable
cost would be.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS;
The hon. member for West Perth had
been pleased to refer to what be called
the "1abolition of the sinking fund."
Three amounts alone which it was pro-
posed to spend this year, £35,000 on new
works and improvements, £226,350 in re-
placing locomotives, and £227,000 in
replacing obsolete wagons, amounted to
a sum of £88,000, which would provide
sinking fund if applied in another way.
If it went to revenue instead of to work-
ing expenses it would bring dlown the
cost of working expenses against revenue
to a point as low as ever it was in the
old days. Thelon. meni er was desirous
of making outa good case for the old Gov-
ernient, but he went too far. In turning
up the railway estimateus for 1900 it
would he found thatt the totatl amount
there provided out of the revenue was
£15,000 for improvenients and renewals.
If the present Government had only to
provide such a small suni, the balance of
£73,000 could have been put towards the
reduction of the working expenses or to
sinking fund; either could have been done
-we could pay the sinking fund or bring
down the working expenses to as low a
scale as bad ever been done before. The
trouble was, that in order to pay in-
teres t and sinki ng fund, necessary repairs
and maintenance work had been neglec-
ted. He was asked about the roof over
the Kalgoorlie platform. In conversa-
tion with the Commissioner of Railways
that morning he had arranged that the
work should be lput in hand at once, and
he hoped it would be completed before
the next month. He was asked to state
whether the Commissioner was likely to
prove a success or not. That was hardly
a fair question to put to him at this early
stage. The Railway Act under which
the Commissioner wrould work, and to
which the Commissioner looked for a defi-
nition of his powers, had not yet been
passed by the House, so that it was some-
what unfair to ask how the Commissioner
was going to turn out, when even now
the Commissioner did not know if his
povicrs were to be curtailed by the House.
Re would give an expressioni of opinion,
and it was this: be thought the Commis-
sioner would give satisfaction, and he
would be far more likely to give satis-
faction if he were given fair play. If he
were given fair play and did not succeed,
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then he had no sufficient excuse to put for-
ward, and he (the 'Minister) would have
no excuse to oiler for him; but he did
think that, given anything like fair play.
the Commissioner would succeed. As
to the duplication, he admitted as
everyone who knew anything about
railway work admitted, if we could under-
take the work it would probably lead to
a great saving in tbe working of the line;
but we had to bear in mind the question
of the Transcontinental railway, which
*as not settled yet. If the line were
built, what would the gauge he? He
made a note of the items which members
had referred to, and they would receive
his attention. As to the Jandakot rail-
way, it was proposed at once to construct
a railway from Robb's Jetty to Wood-
man's Point to deal with the explosives
trade. That would be a step in the right
direction. It was on one of the routes
the Jandakot people themselves wanted
and were prepared to accept. As to how
to deal with the holiday traffic at holiday
times, he had noted what the meinber for
the Swan had said, and if he could not
find in the Railway Department a satis-
factory or capable officer to deal with the
holiday traffic as it should he dealt. with-
if be could not find one who was suffi-
ciently expert-he would ask the hon.
member for the benefit of his advice.

MR. JACOBY: Was the 'Minister satis-
fied with the holiday service?~

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
He had stated that he would appeal
to the lion. member for his 'expert
knowledge.

MR. JACOBY: Not expert knowledge;
common sense.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member would give him the
benefit of his common sense. As to
the refreshment room at Kalgoorlie, be
would go into the matter with the Com-
missioner : it was not correct to say that
it would he years before the refreshment
cars were running: it was expected they
would be running before the end of next
year.

Mn. MORAN hoped the Minister
would -not assume as a. matter of course
that the line to Woodman's Point would
be part of the Jandakot railway. What
reason could there be for removing the
explosives magazines from the present
site to get them away from population,

and afterwards running a railway through
them? What had been done regarding
the Premier's promise to a deputation
that he woild institute inquiries as to the
Lcoustruction of this railway F

TuE PREMIER: Inquiries were being
made.

Vote put and passed.

Railway Construction
£73,000-agreed to.

(postponed),

Minister for Works and Railways,
£21,909,183 11ls. 7d.-agreed. to.

This concluded the Estimates for the
year.

Grand total of Estimates (reduced to
£2,299,526 uls, 2d. ') put and passed.

Resolutions as passed in Committee of
Supply reported, and the report adopted.

IN COMMITTEEi OF WAYS AND MEANS.

Resolution passed giving effect to the
votes of supply already agreed to, and
granting the required amount out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and read a first time.

DIVIDEND DUTIES BILL.

COIJNCMi'5 SUGGESTIONS.

Schedule of two amendments suggested
by the Legislative Council now con-
sidered in C'ommittee.

No. I1-Clause 2, definition of "Life
Assurancee Company," strike out the
words "h ut divides or pays no dividend
nor any part of its profits to share or
stock-holders "

THE TRKEASURER: With regard to
the first request made by the Legislative
Council, it would have teen agreed to
had it been suggested and discussed
when the Bill was before this House.
The revenue that would be derived was
so small that it was hardly worth while
singling out those referred to for invidious
taxation, therefore he moved that the
Suggestion be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
made as suggested.
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No. 2--Add the following new clause: - -

32. This Act shall only remain in force
until the thirty-first day of December, One
thousand nine hundred and four.

Tanm TREASURER: As to the second
suggested amendment, this power of
limiting the operation of all taxation
measures was the exclusive privilege of
the Assembly. He moved that a message
be transmitted to the Legislati ve
Council informing them that the Legis-
lative Assembly regretted they could
not comply with their request limit-
ing the operation of the measure to
the 31st of December, 1904. He
would like to say that according to
our own Standing Orders the Legislative
Council were quite within their rights in
requesting that we should make these
amuendments, but the rights of the Legis-
lative Aissembly went a long way farther
back in this respect than the rights of
the Legislative Council under the Stand-
ing Orders. He found oin reference to
May that, on the 3rd July, 1678, it was
resolved

That all aids and supplies, and aids to his
Majesty in Parliament, are the sole gift of the
Commons; and all Bills for the granting of
any suebh aids and supplies Ought to begin
with the Commons; and that it is the rxu-
doulited arid sole right of the Commons to
dirct, limit, and appoint in sach Bills the'
ends, purposes, considerations, conditions,
limitations, andi qualifications of such grants;
which ought not to be changed or altered by
the House of Lords.

May aid :
It is upon this latter resolution that all

proceedings between the two Houses in matters
of supply are now founded. The principle is;
ecquiesced in by the Lords, mkud, except in
cases where it is difficult to determine whether
a matter be strictly one of supply or not, no
seriousi difference can well arise. The Lords
rarely attempt to make ainy but verbal altera-
tions in which the sense or intention is not
affected; and even in regard to these, when the
Commons have accepted them, they have made
special entries in their journal, recording the
character and object of the amendments, and
their reasons for agreeing to them. So strictly
is the principle observed in all matters affect-
ing the public revenues, that where certain
payments have been directed. by a Bill, to he
made into and out of the consolidated fund,
the Commons have refused to permit the Lords
to insert a clause, providing that suchb pay-
menits should be made under the same regu-
lations as were applicable by law to other
similar payments.

The last contention that was raised

between the Lords and Commons was in
1860. There was then a Bill sent up
from the Commons with regard to a
property tax and stamp duties, and repeal-
ing the duties on paper. May said -

The increased taxation had already received
the assent of Parliament, when the Lords
rejected the Paper Duties Repeal Bill, and
thus overruled the financial arrangements
voted by the Commons. That House was
naturally sensitive to this novel encroach-
ment upon its peculiar privileges; but as the
Lords had exercised a legal right, and their
vote was irrevocable during that session, it
was judiciously resolved, after full inquiry
and consideration, to maintain the privileges
of the House, not by vain remoustrances, but
by an assertion of its paramount authority in
the imposition and repeal of taxes, at once
dignified and practical. Accordingly, on the
6th July resolutions were agreed to.

Todd was rather clfearer than May on
these resolutions. Lord Palmerston was
Premier at the time that he proposed to
the House tile following resolutios:-

i.- That the right of granting aid and sup-
plies to the Crown is in the Commons alone, as
an essential part of their constitution; and the
limitation Of all suchI grants, as to the matter,
manner, measure, and time, is only in them.
z. That although the Lords have exercised the
power of rejecting Bills of several descriptions
relating to taxation by negativing the whole,
yet the exercise of that power by them has
not been frequent, and is justly regarded by
this House with peculiar jealousy, as affecting
the right of the Commons to grant the supplies
and to provide the wayis and means for the
service of the year. g. That to guaird for the
future against an undue exercise of that power
by the Lords, and to secure to the Commons
their rightful control over taxation and supply,
this House has in its own hands the power so
to impose and remit taxes, and to frame Bills
of Supply, that the right of the Commons as
to matter, manner, measure, and timne may be
maintained inviolate.
That was in 1860. Since then there has
practically been no alteration of the situ-
ation, and the Lords have practically
acquiesced in this decision, Amtbough
they have never formally consented to it.
In the Canadian Parliame-nt t his principle
had n(t been disputed sinceo 1841. It
was there recognised, as in the British
Parliament, that the undoubted right of
the Commons was to impose all measures
of taxation and also to restrict thent as
to period of operation. For that reason
he asked the Committee to affirm that we
could not agree to thme Council's amend-
ment limiting the operation of this
measure to the end of 1904.

suggestions.
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MR. ILLINGWORTH: As it was
necessary that we should protect our
position within the limit of our Standing
Orders, he desired to offer a few remarks.
Notwithstanding all that the Treasurer
had said, there could be no doubt that
the Legislative Council was within its
rights in asking this House to make
the alterations suggested. On former
occasions he had expressed his conviction
that the provisions of Section 46 were
unwise, and he was of opinion that if
difficulties were to be avoided our Stand-
ing Orders would have to be amended in
this respect at an early date. The fact
remained that in South Australia and in
this State the Legislative Council had
the right to send hack a money Bill, with
a request that amendments be made by
this House. Rle had always argued that
the only means by which we could
adequately protect the interests of this
House wa~s to decline to make amend-
ments suggested. The provision in ques-
tion had been included in the Constitution
Act to meet extreme cases, and it should
be exercised only in extreme cases so as
to prevent friction between the Houses.
Such was the intention of the section,
and only for that purpose should the
power be used . Neither in the present
nor in the previous amendment had
sufficient. cause been disclosed for request-
ing this House to amend tbe Bill. The
Assemnbly c ould protect its rights and
privileges only by refusing on a11 occasions
to allow amendments to be made in a
money Bill uless reasons were given
satisfying us that the Council was Using
its po wers rightly. The suggestions made
were not based on. sufficient reason, and
therefore it was the dutyof the House
to maintain its rights by declining to
make ally of the amendments suggested
by the Council. Accordingly he rather
regretted that the Committee had agreed
to amendment No. 1. The wiser course
would have been to refuse to make any
amendment whatever. The very fact
that the first amendment was of an in-
significant character afforded sufficient
justification to the House for refusing to
make it. He strongly supported the
motion bef ore the House.

Tan TREASURER: In Victoria a
move was being made to take away fromn
the Council the very privilege to which
the member for Cue (Mr. illingworth)

had drawn attention. Only the day
before yesterday, Mr. Mackey, a member
of the Victorian Assembly, bad moved in
Committee on the Reform Bill that the
clause empowering the Legislative Cona-
cil to suggest alterations in money Bills
be struck out.

Question passed, and the Council's
suggestion not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

THE PREMIER: Should we appoint a
committee to draw up reasons for dis-
agreement ?

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. flling-
worth) advised the House not to give any
reasons.

On farther motion by the PREMIER,
message accordingly returned to the
Legislative Council.

PUBLIC WORKS BILL.

REASONS FOR DISAGREEMENT.

The Committee appointed to draw up
reasons for disagreeing to certain amend-
ments made by the Legislative Council
now presented the reasons as follow:

5. That as notice has to be sent per
registered post to the owner, to advertise
in newspaper as well as in Gazette would
entail unucessary expense. 6. The samne.
7. The same. 183. The same. 1.5. The
Assembly is of opinion that where the
adjoining land of an owner is improved
in value by the execution of any public
work, it is fair and reasonable thiat such
improvement shall be taken into con-
sideration in determining the amount of
compensation to be awarded to such
owner for land taken for, or severance
caused by, such public work. 1?. It is sub-
mitted that the Court, as established, is
fully capable of determining the costs, and
that to refer to an officer of the Supreme
Court will necessil ate, Unnecessary delay.
22. That as notice has to he sent per
registered post to the owner, to adver-
tise in newspaper as well as in Gazette
would entail un- ecessary expense. 26.
That the power sought is absolutely
necessary, and that the cotnpensation
clauses sufficiently protect individual
rights. 35. The Assembly is of opinion
that it is desirable to have finality in the
matter, and that where a road or street
ha., been partly or wholly closed before
the passing of the Act, and has continued
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closed up to now, no injustice can be
done by declaring that such closure shall
be deemed lawful. 8?. The words " re-
quest and" have been added to the pro-
posed amend meut of the Legislative
Council for the purpose of insuring that
Do alteration shall be undertaken at the
coat of the Minister, except where con-
sidered necessary by the Minister. 40.
That where such a, fence as, is alluded to
is maintained at the cost of the Govern-
ment, the fact of such maintenance
should be taken into consideration in
assessing compensation for damage or
severance. 41. The amendment sought
by the Council might prevent the erection
of temporary structures absolutely neces-
sary to carrying out certain works.

Reasons adopted and a mnessage accord-
ingly returned to the Counvil.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1-50 o'clock,

a.tn. (Wednesday), until the afternoon
at .3 o'clock.

ILegatibe (T0IQtou iIl,
Wednesday, 17t&. December, 1902.

PAns
Motions: Medica] Aid, &uutbern Districts. 203.4sw

Poison Lease, Ercbange for Freehold . 302.M
Fremantle Water Suppy Explanation..........3036
Bis: Factories end Shops, to reinstate and reduice

BiU...................3037
Fisheries Act Amendment, second rending, etc. 3044
Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply, second

reading, etc.............3018
Cemeteries Act Amendment, rtredn ... 3055
Dividendi Duties. Councils A..mendment 305

Question: Land Surveys. Arrears.......30M

Tnn PRESIDENT took the Chair at*
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR LANDS : I , Wes-

tern Australian Government Railways,
alteration to Classification and Bate
Book. 2, The Agricultural Lands Pur-

I chase Act, 1896, Regulations in connec-
tion with Land Purchase Board. 3, The
Land Act, 1898, Regulattions restricting
cutting of timber at Feysville and Bur-
banks. 4, The Roads Act, 1888, Collie
Road Board: amendment of By-law
No. 16. 5, By-laws of the Broonme Road
Board. 6, The Cemeteries Act, 1897,
By-laws of the Preston Public Ceme-

1tery.
Ordered: To lie on the table.

MWOTION -MNEDICAL AID, SOUTHERN
Ho& C.A.DISTRICTS.
Hop- 0 A.PIESSE (South-East.):; I

move that the House ait its rising do
adjourn until Tuesday next, and I make
this motion for the purpose of drawing
attention to a very important mat ter-
the lack of medical aid along the Great
Southern Railway. I hope the House
will bear with me in bringing forward a
question of such very serious moment,
one affecting the very lives of the people.
Only to-day another child died. the
fourth withbin a few weeks, owing to
the lack of medical aid. The liability to

Isuch misfortune exists from end to 'end
of the Great Soiithern Railway, with the
exception of Katanning, where a doctor
is stationed. I say at once that that
gentleman is a really good practitioner;
but nevertheless he is quite unable to
cope with medical requirements along
the whole length of the railway. The
Premier has been approached more than
once in connection with this matter, wiith
the result that last week he refused
point blank to reopen negotiations. The
hon . gentleman has passed the matter by
as of no importance whatever. The
settlers along the great Southern Rail-
way have at the present time only one
medical man between Albany and York
-the doctor at Katanning, to whom I
have previously referred. Thus it ap-
pears that over a distance of close on
270 miles only one medical man is
to be found. Better provision, I main-
tain, is urgently necessary. Formerly,
when the number of settlers along
the railway was comparatively small, a
doctor was stationed at Narrogin, and
another at Beverley. The population
between Beverley and Albany, omitting
the residents in either town, amounts to

Ibetween 7,000 and 8,000. The latest

(COUNCJEL.] Medical Aid.


